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PREFACE, 


HESE Poſthumous Devotions 6F 
Dr. Johnſon will be, no doubt, wel- 
comed by the public, with a diſ- 
tinction ſimilar to that which has 
deen already paid to his other Works: 


During many years of his life, he 
ſtatedly obſerved certain days with 


* Viz. New Year's Day; March 28, the day on 


+ Friday; Eaſter Day; 4 and September the 18th, hi: 2 
own birth day. 
a religious 


which his wife, Mrs. Elizabeth Johnſon, died; G g“ 
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a religious ſolemnity; on which, and 
other occaſions, it was his cuſtom to | 
compoſe ſuitable Prayers and Medi- 
tations ; committing them to writing 
for his own uſe, and, as he aſſured N 
me, without any view to their pub- 
lication. But being laſt ſummer on 
a viſit at Oxford to the Reverend 
Dr. Adams , and that Gentleman 
urging him repeatedly to engage in 
ſome work of this kind, he then 
firſt conceived a deſign to reviſe 
| theſe pious effuſions, and bequeath 
them, with enlargements, to the uſe 


and benefit of others. 


Mater of Pembroke College, at which Dr, 
Tres received part of his education. 


Infirmities, 


FREYF ACE. ” 
Infirmities, however, now grows 
ing faſt upon him, he at length 
changed this deſign, and determined 
to give the Manuſcripts, without. 
reviſion, in chatge to me, as I had 
long ſhared his intimacy, and was 
at this time his daily attendant. Ac- 
cordingly, one morning, on my vi- 
fiting him by defire at an early hour, 
he put theſe Papers into my hands, 
with inſtructions fot eommitting them 
to the Preſs, and with a promiſe to 
prepate a ſketch of his own life to 
accompany them. But the perform- 
ance of this ptomiſe alſo was pre- 
verited, partly by his haſty deſtruc- 
tion of ſome ptivate memoirs, which 
„ he 
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he afterwards lamented, and partly 


by that incurable ſickneſs, which 
ſoon ended in his diſſolution. 


As a Biographer, he is allowed to 
have excelled without a rival; and 
we may juſtly regret, that he who 
had ſo ad vantageouſly tranſmitted to 
poſterity the lives of other eminent 
men, ſhould have been thus inter- 
cepted in conſtructing the narrative 
of his own. But the particulars of 
this venerable man's perſonal hiſtory 
may ſtill, in great meaſure, be pre- 
ſerved ; and the Public are autho- 
riſed to expect them from ſome of 
his many friends, who are zealous to 


augment 
$0 
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augment the monument of his fame 
by the detail of his private virtues. 


That the authenticity of this work 
may never be called in queſtion, the 
original manuſcript will be depoſited 
in the library of Pembroke College 
in Oxford. Dr. Bray's aſſociates are 
to receive the profits of the Firſt 
Edition, by the Author's appoint- 
ment; and any further advantages 
that accrue, will be diſtributed among 
his relations. | 


have now diſcharged the truſt 
repoſed in me by that Friend, whoſe 
labours entitle him to laſting grati- 
tude 


*. 
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tude and veneration from the Lite- 
rary, and ftilf mote from the Chriſ- 
tian world. His Lives of the Eng- 
iſh Poets are written, as he juſtly 
| hopes 4 in n ſuch a manner as tndy tend 
Zo the Promotion of Prety. This merit 
may be aſcribed, with equal ttuth, 
to moſt of his other works; and 
doubtleſs to his Sermons, none of 
which indeed have yet been made 
public, nor is it known where they 
are extant; though it be certain, 
from his own acknowledgment, both 
in converſation and writing , that 


he 


\ 


a we & ix 
he compoſed many. As he ſeems to 
Have turned his thoughts with pecu- 
lar ettneſtneſs to the ſtudy of teli- 
gious ſubjects, we may preſume 
theſe remains would deſerve to be 
numbered among his happieſt pro- 
ductions. It is therefore hoped they 
have fallen into the hands of thoſe, 
who will not withhold them in ob- 
ſcurity, but conſider them as depo- 
Tits, the ſecluſion of which from 
general uſe, would be an injurious 
diminution of their author's fame, 
and retrerichment from the common 
ſtock of ſerious inſtruction. 


But the integrity of his mind was 
not ofily ſpeculatively ſhadowed in 
= his 
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his writings, but ſubſtantially ex- 
emplified in his life. His Prayers 
and his Alms, like thoſe of the 
good Cornelius, went up for a con- 
tinual memorial; and always from 
a heart deeply impreſſed with piety, 
never inſenſible to the calls of friend- 
ſnip and compaſſion, and prone to 
melt in effuſions of tenderneſs on the 
ſlighteſt incitement. 


When among other articles in 
his Dictionary, Lichfield preſents it- 
ſelf to his notice, he ſalutes that 
place of his nativity in theſe words 


of Virgil, Salve, magne parens. Nor 
was the ſalutation adopted without 
reaſon: for well might he denomi- 

. nate 


PR ST AGE * 
nate his parent city great, who, by 
the celebrity of his name, hath for 
ever made it fo— 


Salve, magna parens frugum, Staffordia tellus, 
Magna virum | 


Via o. Georg, lib. ii. I. 175, 


More deciſive teſtimonies of his 
affectionate ſenſibility are exhibited 
in the following Work, where he be- 
wails the ſucceſſive depredations of 
death on his relations and friends ; 
whoſe virtues, thus mournfully ſug- 
geſted to his recollection, he ſeldom 
omits to recite, with ardent wiſhes 
for their acquittal at the throne of 
mercy. In praying, however, with 


* 


„ reſtriction 
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reſtrictionꝰ, for theſe regretted te- 
nants of the grave, he indeed con- 


+ Our Author informs us, that his Prayers for de- 
ceaſed friends were offered up on ſeveral occa- 
fions, as far as might be lawful for him; and once 
with Preface of Permiſſion : whence it ſhould ſeem 
that he had ſome doubt concerning the lawfulneſs 
of ſuch Prayers, though it does not appear that he 
ever diſcontinued the uſe of them. It is alſo ob- 
ſervable, that in his refleQions on the death of his 
Wife (p- 155), and again of Mr. Thrale he 
wiſhes that the Almighty not may have, but may 


have had, mercy on them; evidently ſuppoſing their 


ſentence to have been already paſt in the Divine 
Mind. This ſuppoſition, indeed; may ſeem not very 
conſiſtent with his recommending them to the Di- 


vine Mercy afterwards. It proves, however, that 


he had no belief in a ſtate of Purgatory, and conſe- 
quently no reafon for praying for the dead, that 
could impeach the fincerity of his profeſſion as a 
Proteſtant. 


formed 


PREFACE 
formed to a practice, which though 
it has been retained by othet learn- 
ed members of our church, her Li- 
turgy no longer admits, and many, 
who adhere to her communion, a- 
vowedly diſapprove. That ſuch 
Prayers are, or may be, efficacious, 
they who ſincerely offer them muſt 
believe. But may not a belief in 
their efficacy, ſo far as it prevails, 
be attended with danger to thoſe 
who entertain it? May it not incline 
them to careleſsneſs; and promote a 
neglect of repentance, by ihducing 
a perſuaſion, that without it, pat- 
don may be obtained through thefe 
vicarious interceſſtons? Indeed the 
| doctrine 
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doctrine (I ſpeak with deference to 
the great names that have eſpouſed 
it) ſeems inconſiſtent with ſome prin- 
ciples generally allowed among us. 
If, where the tree falleth, there it ſhall 
be; if, as Proteſtants maintain, our 
ſtate at the cloſe of life is to be the 
meaſure of our final ſentence ; then 
Prayers for the dead, being viſibly 
fruitleſs, can be regarded only as the 
vain oblations of ſuperſtition. But 
of all ſuperſtitions, this perhaps 


is one of the leaſt unamiable, and 


moſt incident to a good mind. If 
our ſenſations of kindneſs be in- 
tenſe, thoſe whom we have revered 


and loved during life, death, which 


removes them from ſight, cannot 
wholly 
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wholly ſeclude from our concern. 
The fondneſs kindled by intercourſe, 
will ſtill glow from memory, and 
prompt us to wiſh, perhaps to pray,. 
that the valued dead, to whoſe feli- 
city our friendſhip can no longer 
miniſter, may find acceptance with 
Him, who grveth us, and them, rich- 
ly all things to enjoy. It is true, for 
the reaſon juſt mentioned, ſuch evi- 
dences of our ſurviving affeQion 
may be thought ill-jadged : but 
ſurely they are generous; and ſome 
natural tenderneſs is due even to a 
ſuperſtition, which Ithus originates 
in piety and benevolence. 


xvi F RATPA CE. 

We ſee our Author, in one place“, 
purpoſing with ſeriouſneſs to re- 
member his brother's dream; in an- 
other f, owning his embatraſſment 
from needleſs ſtipulations; and, on 
many occaſions, noting, with a cir- 
cumſtantial minuteneſs, the proceſs 
of his religious faſt. But theſe pe- 
culiarities, if they betray ſome tine- 
ture of the propenſity already ob- 
ſerved, prove, for the moſt part, the 
pious tenor of his thoughts. They 
indicate a mind ardently zcalous to 
pleaſe God; and anxious to evince its 


1 P. 30. L P, 149. 


alacrity 
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alacrity in his ſervice, by a ſcrupu. 
lous obſervance of more than enjoin- 
ed duties. 


But, however, the ſoundneſs of 
his principles might, in general, be 
apparent, he ſeems to have lived 
with a perpetual conviction that his 
conduct was defective; lamenting 
paſt neglects, forming purpoſes of 
future diligence, and conſtantly ac- 
knowledging their failure in the 
event. It was natural for him, who 
poſſeſſed ſuch powers of uſefulneſs, 
to conſider the waſte of his time as 
a peculiar delinquency ; with which, 
however, he appears to have been 


: far 
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far leſs frequently, and leſs culpably 
chargeable, than his own tender 
ſenſe of duty diſpoſed him to ap- 
prehend. That he meritoriouſly re- 
deemed many days and years from 
indolence, is evinced by the num- 
ber and excellence of his Works j 
nor can we doubt that his literary 
exertions would have been ſtill more 
frequent, had not morbid melancholy 
which, as he informs us“, was the 
infirmity of his life, repreſſed them. 
To the prevalence of this infirmity, 
we may certainly aſcribe that , anxi- 
ous fear, which ſeized him on the 


approach of his diſſolution, and 


PR-EF ACE. xix 
which his friends, who knew his in- 
tegrity, obſerved with equal aſtoniſh- 
ment and concern. But the ſtrength 
of religion at length prevailed againſt 
the frailty of nature; and his fore- 
boding dread of the Divine Juſ- 
tice, by degrees ſubſided into a pious 
truſt and humble hope in the Divine 
Mercy. | ? 


He 1s now gone to await his eter- 
nal ſentence; and as his life exhi- 
bited an illuſtrious example, ſo his 
death ſuggeſts an intereſting admo- 
nition. It concerns us to reflect, 


that however many may find it im- 


poſſible to rival his intellectual ex- 
cellence, yet to imitate his virtues, 


„„ | is | 
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is both poſſible and neceſſary to all; 
that the current of time now haſtens 
to plunge us in that gulph of death, 
where we have ſo lately ſeen him 
abſorbed, where there is no more 
place of repentance, and whence, 
according to our innocence or guilt, 
we ſhall riſe to an immortality of 
Bliſs or Torment. 


GEORGE STRAHAN. 


Iſlington, 
Auguſt 6, 1786. 


A * & 
A 


MEDITATION Ss. 


1738. 


On my BIRT H-DAY. 


September 7, 


O GOD, the Creator and Preſerver 
of all mankind, Father of ail mer- 


cies, I thine unworthy ſervant do 
give Thee moſt humble thanks, for 


all thy goodneſs and loving-kindneſs 


to me. I bleſs Thee for my creation, 
B preſervation, 
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preſervation, | and redemption, for 
theknowledgeof thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 
for the means of grace and the hope 
of glory. In the days of childhood 
and youth, in the midſt of weak- 
neſs, blindneſs and danger, Thou 
haſt protedted me; amidſt afflictions 
of mind, body and eſtate, Thou haſt 
ſupported me; and amidit vanity 
and wickedneſs Thou haſt ſpared 
me. Grant, O merciful Father, that 
I may have a lively ſenſe of thy 
mercies. Create in me a contrite 
heart, that I may worthily lament 
my fins, and acknowledge my wick- 
edneſs, and obtain remiſſion and 
forgiveneſs, through the ſatisfaction 
of Jeſus Chriſt. And, O Lord, 
enable me, by thy grace, to redeem - 
the time which I have ſpeat in ſloth, 
vanity and wickedneſs; to make uſe 
of thy gifts to the honour of thy 
name; to lead a new life in thy 
faith. an and love; and finally to 
obtain 
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obtain everlaſting life. Grant this, 
Almighty Lord, for the merits and 
thro' the meditation of our moſt ho- 
ly and bleſſed Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 
to whom with Thee and the Holy 
Ghoſt, Three Perſons and One God, 


be all honour and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 


Tranſcribed June 26, 1768. 


This is the firſt ſolemn prayer, of 
I which I have a copy. Whether I 
compoſed any before this, I queſti- 
on. 


„ N 
+ TOA PLE > Sn ad 
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1744-C. 


January 1. 


| A Lmighty and everlaſting God, in 
| whoſe hands are life and death, by 
whoſe will all things were created, 


B 2 | and 


4 PRAYERS AND 


and by whoſe providence they are 
ſuſlained ; I return Thee thanks that 
Thou haſt given me life, and that 
Thou haſt continued it to this time; 
Thou haſt hitherto forborn to ſnatch 
me away in the midi of fin and 
folly, and haſt permitted me ſtill to 
enjoy the means of grace, and 
vouchſafed to call me yet again to 
repentance. Grant, O merc:tul Lord, 
that thy call may not be vain; that 
my lite may not be continued to in- 
creaſe my guilt, and that thy graci- 
ous. forbcarance may not harden my 
heart in wickedneſs. Let me re- 
member, O my God, that as days 
and years paſs over me, I approach 
nearer to the grave, where there is 
no repentance z. and grant, that by 
the aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, I 
may ſo paſs through this life, that I 
may obtain life everlaſting, for the 
{akeof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


1747-9. 
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MEDITATIONS. 3 


1747½-8. 


January * 


AlLmizhty and moſt merciful Father, 
whe haſt not yet ſuffered me to fall 
into the grave; grant that I may ſo 
remember my paſt life, as to repent 
of the days and years which I have 
ſpent in forgetfulneſs of thy metcy, 
and neglect of my own ſalvation, 
and ſo uſe the time which thou ſhalt 
yet allow me,- as that I may become 
every day more diligent in the duties 
which in thy providence ſhall be aſ- 
ſigned me; and that when at lat I 
ſhall be called to judgment, I may 
be received as a good and faithful 
ſervant into everlaſting happineſs, for 


the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen. : 


7 497 50. 


1749750. 


January i, after 3 in the morning. 


ALmighty God, by whoſe will 1 
Was created, and by whoſe provi- 
dence I have been ſuſtained, by whoſe 
mercy I have been called to the 
knowledge of my Redeemer, and 
by whoſe grace whatever I have 
thought or acted acceptable to Thee 
has been inſpired and directed; grant, Y 
O Lord, that in reviewing my paſt E” 
life, I may recollect thy mercies to Is 
my. preſervation, in whatever ſtate 
thou prepareſt for me ; that in af- 
fliction I may remember how often 
I have been ſuccoured ; and in proſ- 
perity may know and confeſs from 
whoſe hand the bleſſing is received. 
Let me, O Lord, ſo remember my 

\ * ſins, 
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ſins, that I may abolith them by truc 


repentance, and ſo improve the year 


to which Thou haſt graciouſly ex- 


tended my life, and all- the years 
which Thou ſhalt yet allow me, that 
I may hourly become purer in thy 
ſight; ſo that I may hve 1n thy fear 
and die in thy favour, and find mercy 
at the laſt day, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 


— 2 — 


* 


PRAYER on the RAMBLER. 


ALmighty God, the giver of all 
good things, without whoſe help all 
labour is ineffectual, and without 
whoſe grace all wiſdom is folly; grant, 
I befeech Thee, that in this my un- 
dertaking, thy Holy Spirit may not 


be withheld from me, but that I may 


promote 
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promote thy glory, and the ſalvation 
both of myſelf and others; grant 
this, O Lord, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen. 


1752. 
Before any new & T UD. 


November. 


Al mighty God, in whoſe hands are 
all the powers of man; who giveſt 
underſtanding, and takeſt it away; 
who, as it ſeemeth good unto Thee, 
enlighteneſt the thoughts of the ſim- 
ple, and darkeneſt the meditations 
of the wiſe, be preſent with me in 


my ſtudies and enquiries. 
Grant, 
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MEDITATIONS. 9 
Grant, O Lord, that I may not 
q laviſh away the life which Thou haſt 
* given me on uſeleſs trifles, nor waſte 
it in vain ſearches aſter things which 
thou haſt hidden from me, 


Enable me, by thy Holy Spirit, ſo 
to ſhun ſloth and negligence, that 
every day may diſcharge part of the 
Z taſk which Thou haſt allotted me; 
and ſo further with thy help, that 
labour which, without thy help muſt 


E FITS FIR, Ns. OE een mo. 
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bo ineffectual, that I may obtain, in 
all my undertakings, ſuch ſucceſs as 


will moſt promote thy glory, and the 
ſalvation of my own ſoul, for the 


fake of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


* 


— — 


After time negligently and uunpro- 
fitably ſpent. 


November 19. 


O Lord, in whoſe hands are life and 
death, by whoſe power I am ſuſtain- 
B 5 ed 
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ed, and by whoſe mercy Iam ſpared, 
look down upon me with pity. For- 
give me, that I have this day neglected 
the duty which thou haſt aſſigned to 
it, and ſuffered the hours, of which I 
muſt give account, to paſs away 
without any endeavour to accom- 
pliſh thy will, or to promote my own 
ſalvation. Make me to remember, 
O God, that every day is thy gift, 
and ought to be uſed according to 
thy command. Grant me therefore, 
ſo to repent of my negligence, that 
I may obtain mercy from Thee, and 
paſs the time which Thou ſhalt yet 
allow me, in diligent performance of 
thy commands, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
Amen. 


MEDITATIONS. 


1753 


On EASTER DAY. 
April 22. 


O Lora, who giveſt the grace of 
repentance, and heareſt the prayers 
of the penitent, grant that by true 
contrition, I may obtain forgiveneſs 
of all the fins committed, and of all 
duties neglected, in my union with 
the wife whom thou haſt taken from 
me; for the neglect of joint devo- 
tion, patient exhortation, and mild 
inſtruction. And, O Lord, who 
canſt change evil to good, grant 
that the loſs of my wife may ſo mor- 


tify all inordinate affections in me, 


that I may henceforth pleaſe Thee 
by holineſs of life. Yale 
And 


52 PRAYERS AND 
And, O Lord, ſo far as it may be 
lawful for me, I commend to thy 


fatherly goodneſs the ſoul of my de- 
parted wife; beſeeching thee to grant 


her whatever 3s. beſt in_her preſent 
ſtate, and finally to receive her to 


eternal happineſs. All this I beg, for 
Jeſus Chrift's ſake, whoſe death J 
am now about to commemorate; To 
whom, &c. Amen. 


This 1 repeated ſometimes at church. 


1754. 
Fl. Laer. 


March 28, in the morning. 


O God, who on this day wert pleaſ- 
ed to take from mg my dear wife, 
 fanRlify to me * ſorrows and re- 
| flections. 


e 
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flections. Grant, that I may renew 
and practice the reſolutions which I 
made when thy afflicting hand was 
upon me. Let the remembrance of 
thy judgments, by which my wife is 
taken away, awaken me to repent- 
ance; and the ſenſe of thy mercy, 
by which Iam ſpared, ſtrengthen my 
hope and confidence in Thee, that 


by the affiſtance and comfort of thy 


Holy Spirit, I may fo paſs through 
things temporal, as finally to gain 
everlaſting happineſs, and to paſs, 
by a holy and happy death, into the 
joy which Thou haſt prepared for 
thoſe that love Thee. 


Grant this, O Lord, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 
The melancholy of this day hung 
long upon me. 
Of the reſolutions made this day, 
I in ſome meaſure kept that'of 
breaking from indolence. 


March 


14 
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March 28, 1754, at night. 


ALmighty. God, vouchſafe to ſanc- 
tify unto me the reflections and reſo- 
lutions of this day; let not my ſor- 
row be unprofitable; let not my re- 
ſolutions be vain. Grant that my 
grief may produce true repentance, 
ſo that I may live to pleaſe Thee ; 
and when the time ſhall come that I 
muſt die like her whom thou haſt 
taken from me, grant me eternal 
happineſs in thy preſence, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


1755 · 


On tlie Study Philo ofophy, as an In- 
Hirument of Living. 


July. 
O Lord, who haſt ordained labour 


to be the lot of man, and ſeeſt the 
neceſſities 
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MEDITATIONS 15 
neceſſities of all thy creatures, bleſs 
my ſtudies and endeavours; feed me 
with food convenient for me; and if 
it ſhall be thy good pleaſure to intruſt 
me with plenty: give me a compaſſi- 
onate heart, that I may be ready to 
= relieve the wants of others; let nei- 
ther poverty nor riches eſtrange my 
heart from Thee, but aſſiſt me with 
thy grace ſo to live as that I may 
4 die in thy favour, for the ſake of 
Z Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


| This Study was not purſued. 
*Tranſcribed June 26, 1768. 


E: 1756. 
January 1, afternoon. 


$ Almighty and everlaſting God, in 
whom we live and move, and have 
our 
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our being; glory be to thee for my 
recovery from ſickneſs, and the con- 
tinuance of my life. Grant, O 'my 
God, that I may improve the year 
which I am now beginning, and all 
the days which thou ſhalt add to my 
life, by ſerious repentance and dili- 
gent obedience ; that by the help of 
thy Holy Spirit, I may uſe the means 
of grace to my own ſalvation, and 
at laſt enjoy thy preſence in eternal 
happineſs, for pan) Chriſt's ſake. 
Amen. 


HILL BOOTHBY's Death. 
January, 1756. 


O Lord God, almighty diſpoſer of 
all things, in whoſe hands are life 
and death, who giveſt comfotts and 
takeſt them away, I return Thee 
thanks for the good example of Hill 

Boothby, 


whom thou haft now taken away, and 
implore thy grace, that I may im- 
prove the opportunity of inſtruction 
which thou haſt afforded me, by the 
knowledge of her life, and. by the 
ſenſe of her death; that I may con- 


ſider the uncertainty of my preſent. 


ſtate, and apply myſelf earneſtly to 
the duties which thou haſt ſet before 


me; that living in thy fear, I may 


die in thy favour, through JeſusChriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


I commend, &c. W. and H. B. 
Tranſcribed June 26, 1768. 


mien my Eye was reſtored to its Uſe. 
February 15, 1756. 


ALmighty God, who haſt reſtored 


light to my eye, and enabled me to 
perſue again the ftudies which thou 
a 4 + | haſt 


W PRAYERS AND 
haſt ſet before me; teach me by the 
diminution of my fight, to remem- 
ber that whatever I poſſeſs is thy gift, 
and by its recovery, to hope for thy 
mercy : and, O Lord, take not thy 
Holy Spirit from me ; but grant that 
I may uſe thy bounties according to 
thy will, through Jeſns Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 


INTRODUCTORY PRAYER. 
March 25, 1756. 


O God, who deſireſt not the death 
of a ſinner, look down with mercy 
upon me, now daring to call upon 
'Thee. Let thy Holy Spirit ſo purity 
my affections, and exalt my deſires; 

© that 


MEDITATIONS. ug 
that my prayer may be acceptable iQ 


Amen. 


. 1%. * MR w_ 


March 28, about 2 in the morning. 


ALmighty God, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, whoſe judgments terminate in 
mercy, grant, I beſeech Thee, that 
the remembrance of my wife, whom 
thou haſt taken from me, may not 
load my ſoul with unprofitable ſor- 
row, but may excite in me true re- 
pentance of my ſins and negligen- 
ces; and, by the co-operation of thy 
grace, may. produce in me a new 
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thy ſight, through Jeſus Chriſt 


life, pleaſing to thee. Grant, that 
the loſs of my wife may teach me 
the true uſe of the bleſſings which 
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n. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 


1757. 
Jan. 1, at two in the morning. 


ALmighty God, who haft brought 
me to the beginning of another year» 


miſpent the time paſt; enable me» 
from this inſtant, to amend my life 
according to thy holy word; grant 
me thy Holy Spirit, that J may fo 
paſs through things temporal, as not 


God> 


are yet left me; and that, however | 
| bereft of worldly comforts, I may 
find peace and refuge in thy ei ; 


and by prolonging, my life inviteſt to 
repentance, forgive me that I have 


aal, to loſe the things eternal. 0 
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MEDITATIONS. 25 


God, hear my prayer for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


EASTER EVE. 


A Lmighty God, heavenly Father, 
who defireſt not the death of a fin- 
ner, look down with mercy upon me 
depraved with vain imaginations, 
and entangled in long habits of ſin. 
Grant me that Grace, without which 
I can neither will nor do what is ac- 
ceptable to Thee. Pardon my fins ; 
remove the impediments that hinder 
my obedience; enable me to ſhake 
off floth, and to redeem the time 
miſpent in idleneſs and fin, by a di- 
ligent application of the days yet 
remaining, to the duties which thy 

providence 
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providence ſhall allot me. 0 God; Il 7 
grant me thy Holy Spirit, that Tmay 5 
repent and amend my life; grant me 0 
contrition, grant me reſolution, for | I 
the ſake of ſeſus Chriſt, to whoſe FF _ 
_ covenant I now implore admiſſion, *! 1 
of the benefits of whoſe death I im- , 
plore participation. For his ſake 1 
have mercy on me, O God, for his A; 
fake, O God, pardon and receive 
me, Amen. | 
bo,” 


Sept. 18, 1757. 


A Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- - 
ther, by whoſe providence my life 
has been prolonged, and who haſt 
granted me now to begin another 
year 
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MEDITATION S. 23 
year of probation, vouchſafe me ſuch 
aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, that the 
continuance of my life may not add 
to the meaſure of my guilt; but that 
may ſo repent of the days and years 
paſſed in neglect of the duties which 
thou haſt ſet before me, in vain 
thoughts, in floth, and in folly, that 
I may apply my heart to true wiſdom, 
by diligence redeem the time loſt, 
and by repentance obtain pardon, for 


the ſake of - Jeſus Chriſt. Amem. 


* 


1758. 
EASTER DAY. 
March 26. 


A Lmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 


ther, Who haſt created me to love 


and 


24 PRAYERS AND 
and to ſerve Thee, enable me ſo to 
partake of the ſacrament in which 
the death of Jeſus Chriſt is comme- 
morated, that I may henceforward 
lead a new life in thy faith and fear. 
Thou, who knoweſt my frailties and 
infirmities, ſtrengthen and ſupport 
me; grant me thy Holy Spirit, that, 
after all my lapſes, I may now con- 
tinue ſtedfaſt in obedience, that, af- 
ter long habits of negligence and ſin 
I may atlaſt, work out my ſalvation 
with diligence and conſtancy ; purify 
my thoughts from pollutions, and 
fix my affections on things eternal. 
Much of my time paſt has been loft 
in floth; let not what remairs, O 
Lord, be given me in vain; but let 
me, from this time, lead a better 
life, and ſerve Thee with a quiet 
mind, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


March 
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March 28, 1758. 


0 and eternal God, who 
giveſt life and takeſt it away, grant 
that while thou ſhalt prolong my 
continuance on earth, I may live 
with a due ſenſe of thy mercy and 
forbearance, and let the remembrance 
of her whom thy hands has ſepa- 
rated from me, teach me to conſider 
the thortneſs and uncertainty of life, 
and to uſe all diligence to obtain 
eternal happineſs in thy preſence. O 
God, enable me to avoid ſloth, and 
to attend heedfully and conſtantly to 
thy word and worſhip. Whatever 
was good in the example of my de- 
parted wife, teach me to follow ; and 
whatever was amiſs, give me grace 
to ſhun, that my affliction may be 
ſanQified, and that remembering how 
much every day brings me nearer to 

f C the 
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the grave, I may every day purify 
my mind, and - amend my life, by 
the aſſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit, till 
at laſt I ſhall be accepted by Thee, 
0 Jeſus * s ſake. Amen. 


Sept. 18, hora prima matutina. 


Al mighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, who yet ſpareſt and yet ſupport- 
eſt me, who ſupporteſt me in my weak- 
neſs and ſpareſt mein my ſins, and haſt 
now granted to me to begin another 
year, enable me to improve the time 
which is yet before me, to thy glory 
and my Own ſalvation. Impreſs up- 
on my ſoul ſuch repentance of the 
days miſpent in idleneſs and folly, 
that I mayhenceforward diligently at- 
tend to the buſineſs of my ſtation in 
this world, any to all the duties which 
Thou 
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Thou haſt commanded. Let thy Holy 
Spirit comfort and guide me, that 
in my paſſage through the pains or 
pleaſures of the preſent ſtate, I may 
never be tempted to forgetfulneſs of 
Thee. Let my life be uſeful, and 
my death be happy ; let me live ac- 
cording to thy laws, and die with juſt 
confidence in thy mercy, for the fake 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


This year I hope to learn diligence. 


1759. 


Jan. 23. 
The day on which my dear Mother 


was buried. Repeated on my faſt, 
with the addition. 


ALmighty God, merciful Father, 
in whoſe hands are life and death, 
C 2 ſanctify 
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28 PRAYERS AND 
ſanctify unto me the forrow which I 
now feel. Forgive me whatever I 
have done unkindly to my mother, 
and whatever I have omitted to do 
kindly. Make me to remember her 
good precepts and good example, and 
to reform my life according to thy 
holy word, that T may loſe no more 
opportunities of good. I am ſorrow- 
ful, O Lord; let not my ſorrow be 
without fruit. Let it be followed 
by holy reſolutions, and laſting 
amendment, that when I ſhall die 
like my mother, I may be received 
to everlaſting life. 


I commend, O Lord, ſo far as it 

may be lawful into thy hands, the 

ſoul of my departed mother, be- 

ſeeching Thee to grant her whatever 

is moſt beneficial to her in her pre- 
ſent ſtate. 

| O Lord, 


1 * 
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O Lord, grant me thy Holy Spirit, 


and have mercy upon me for Jeſus 


Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


And, O Lord, grant unto me that 


am now about to return to the com- 
mon comforts and buſineſs of the 
world, ſuch moderation in all enjoy- 


ments, ſuch diligence in honeſt la- 


bour, and ſuch purity of mind, that, 
amidſt the changes, miſeries, or plea- 
ſures of life, I may keep my mind 
fixed upon Thee, and improve every 
day in grace, till I ſhall be received 
into thy kingdom of eternal ROPER: 
neſs, 


I returned thanks for my mother's 
good example, and implored par- 
don for neglecting it. 


I returned thanks for the alleviation 
of my ſorrow, 
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30 PRAYERS AND 
The dream of my brother 1 ſhall re- 


member. 


SP 
March 24, 1759, 
rather 25, after 12 at night. 


Almighty God, heavenly Father, 
who haſt graciouſly prolonged my 
life to this time, and by the change 
of outward things which I am now 
to make, calleſt me to a change of 
inward affections, and to a reforma- 
tion of my thoughts, words, and 
practices; Vouchſafe, merciful Lord, 

that this call may not be vain. For- 


. gi ve me whatever has been amiſs in 


the ſtate which I am now leaving, 
idleneſs, and neglet of thy word 
s and 


MEDITATIONS. 31 
and worſbip. Grant me the grace 
of thy Holy Spirit, that the courſe 
which I am now beginning may pro- 
ceed according to thy laws, and end 
in the enjoyment of thy favour. 
Give me, O Lord, pardon, and peace, 
that I may ſerve thee with humble 
confidence, and after this life, enjoy 
thy preſence in cternal happineſs. 


And, O Lord, ſo far as it may be 
lawful for me, I commend to thy Fa- 
therly goodneſs, my father, my bro- 
ther, my wife, my mother, I be- 
ſecch Thee to look mercifully upon 
them, and grant them whatever may 
moſt promote their preſent and eter- 
nal joy. 


O Lord, hear. my prayers for Jeſus 


Chriſt's ſake, to whom, with Thee 
and the Holy Ghoſt, ty perſons 


and 


32 PRAYERS AND 


and one God, be all honour and 
glory, world without end. Amen. 


O Lord, let the change which 1 

am now making in outward things, 
produce in me ſuch a change of man- 
ners, as may fit me for the great 
change through which my wife has 
paſſed, _ 


' 1460, 
Sept, 18. 
RESOLVED, D [£0] j [zrvante}, 


Io combat notions of obligation. 
To apply to ſtudy. 
To reclaim imagination. 


- To 


To conſult the reſolves on Tetty's 
coffin. | 


To riſe early. 

To ſtudy religion. 

To go to church. 

To drink leſs ſtrong liquors. 

To keep a journal. 

To oppoſe lazineſs, by doing what is 
to be done to-morrow. 

Riſe as early as I can. 

Send for books for Hiſt. of War. 


Put books in order. 


Scheme life. 


O Almighty God, merciful Father, 
who haſt continued my life to ano- 
ther year, grant that I may ſpend 
the time which Thou ſhalt yct give 

DES: "me 
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34 PRAYERS AND 
me in ſach obedience to thy word 


and will, that, finally, I may obtain 


_ everlaſting life. Grant that I may 
repent and forſake my ſins before the 


miſeries of age fall upon me; and 
that while my ſtrength yet remains, 
I may uſe it to thy glory and my own 
falvation, by the affiſtanee of thy 
Holy Spirit, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. 
Amen. 


1761. 
RR 


SINCE the communion of laſt Eaſ- 
ter, I have led a life ſo diſſipated 


and uſeleſs, and my terrors and 


Perplexitics have fo much jncreaſ- 


ed, 
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ed, that I am under great depreſ- 
ſion and diſcouragement ; yet T 
purpoſe to preſent myſelf before 
God to-morrow, with humble hope 
that he will not break the bruiſed 
reed. 


Come unto me all ye that travail. 


have reſolved, I hope not preſump- 
tuouſly, till I am afraid to reſolve 
again. Yet hoping in God, I 
ſtedfaſtly purpoſe to lead a new 
life. O God, cnable me, for Jefus 
Chriſt's ſake. 


My aa is, 


To avoid idleneſs. 


To regulate my fleep as to length and 
choice of hours. 

To ſet down every day what ſhall be 
done the day following. 


To 
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To keep a journal. 

To worſhip God more diligently. 

- To go to church every Sunday. 

To ſtudy the Scriptures. 

To read a certain portion every week. 


EASTER EVE. 


Almighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther look down upon my miſery with 
pity ;» ſtrengthen me that I may over- 
come all ſinful habits ; grant that 1 
may, with effeQual faith, comme- 
morate the death of thy Son Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, ſo that all corrupt deſires may 
be extinguiſhed, and all vain thoughts 
may be diſpelled. Enlighten me 
with true nn, animate me 

with 
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with reafonable hope, comfort me 
with a juſt ſenſe of thy love, and 
aſſiſt me to the performance of all 
holy purpoſes, that after the fins, 
errors, and miſeries of this world, I 
may obtain everlaſting happineſs for 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. To whom, Ce. 


Amen. 


I hope to attend on God in his ordi- 
nances to-morrow. 


Truſt in God, O my ſoul, O God, 
let me truſt in Thee. 


1762. 


March 28. 
GOD grant that I may, from this 
day, 
Return to my ſtudies. 


Labour 
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38 PRAYERS AND 
Labour diligently. 

_ Riſe early. 

Live temperately. 
Read the Bible. 

Go toThurch. 


O God, giver and preſerver of all 
life, by whoſe power I was created, 
and by whofe providence I am ſuſ- 
tained, look down upon me with 
tenderneſs and mercy ; grant that I 
may not have been created to be fi- 
nally deſtroyed; that I may not be 
preſerved to add wickedneſs to wic- 
kedneſs ; but may ſo repent me of 
my ſins, and ſo order my life to come, 
that when I ſhall be called hence, 
like the wife whom thou haſt taken 
from me, I may die in peace and in 
thy favour, and be received into thine 
everlaſting - kingdom, through the 
merits and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt 
thine 
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thin only Son our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. , 


1764. 


Arnighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, who by thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt 
haſt redeemed us from fin and death, 
grant that the commemoration of 
his paſſion may quicken my repen- 
tance, increaſe my hope, and ſtrength- 
en my faith, that I may lament and 
forſake my ſins; and for the time 
which thou ſhalt yet grant me, may 
avoid idleneſs, and neglet of thy 
word and worſhip. Grant me ſtrength 
to be diligent in the lawful employ- 
ments which ſhall be ſet before me; 


grant 
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40 PRAYERS AND 


grant me purity of thoughts, words, 
and ations. Grant me to love and 
ſtudy thy word, and to frequent thy 
worſhip with pure affection. Deli- 
ver and preſerve me from vain terrors, 
and grant that by the grace of thy 
Holy Spirit I may ſo live, that after 
this life ended, I may be received to 
everlaſting happineſs, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


GOOD FRIDAY. 


April 20, 1764. 


J have made no reformation ; I have 
lived totally uſeleſs, more ſenſual 
in thought, and more addicted to 
wine and meat. Grant me, O 

God, 


2 
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God, to amend my life, for the 
fake of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


I hope 
To put my rooms in order“. 
I faſted all day. 


April 21, 1764, 3 in the morning 
MY indolence, ſince my laſt recep- 
tion of the Sacrament, has ſunk 
into groſſer ſluggiſhneſs, and my 
diſſipation ſpread into wilder neg- 
ligence. My thoughts have been 
clouded with ſenſuality ; and, ex- 
cept from the beginning of this 
year I have in ſome meaſure for- 
born exceſs of ſtrong drink, my 
appetites have predominated over 
my reaſon, A kind of ſtrange 
oblivion has overſpread me, ſo 


* Diſorder I have ſound one great cauſe of idle 
neſs, = | 


that 
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+ that I know not what has become 
of «the laſt year; and perceive 
that incidents and intelligence paſs 
over me without leaving any im- 


preſſion. 


This is not the life to which heaven 
is promiſed. I purpoſe to approach 
the altar again to-morrow. Grant, 
O Lord, that I may receive the 
Sacrament with ſuch reſolutions 


of a better life as may by thy grace 


be effectual, for the ſake of Jeſus 
- Chriſt. Amen. 


April 21. 1 read the whole Goſpel 
of St: Joan. Then fat up till 
the 22d. 

My purpoſe is from this time, 

To reje& or expel ſenſual. images, 
and idle, thoughts. 

To provide ſome uſeful amuſement 
for leiſure time. | 

875 „ To 


To avoid idlenefs. 

To riſe early. 

To ſtudy a proper portion of every 

day. | 

To worſhip God diligently. 

To read the Scriptures. 

Lo let no week paſs without reading 

ſome part. 7 og 

To write down my obſervations. 

I will renew my reſolutions made at 

_ Tetty's death. 5 

I perceive an inſenſibility and hea vi- 
neſs upon me. I am leſs than 
commonly oppreſſed with the ſenſe 
of ſin, and leſs affected with the 
ſhame of idleneſs. Yet I will not 

e deſpair. I will pray to God for 

. reſolution, and will endeavour to 

ſtrengthen my faith in Chriſt, by 
commemorating his death, 


1 prayed for Tett. 
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44 PRAYERS AND: 


EASTER DAY. 
April 22, 1764. 


HAVING, before I went to bed, 
compoſed the foregoing medita-- 
tion, and the following prayer; I 
tried to compoſe myſelf, but ſlept 
unquietely. I roſe, took tea, and 
prayed for reſolution and per- 
ſeverance. Thought on Tetty, 
dear poor Tetty, with my eyes 
full. 


Iwent to church; came in at the 
firſt of the Pſalms, and endea- 
voured to attend theſervice, which 
I went, through with perturbation. 
After ſermon, I recommended 

Tetty 
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Tetty in a prayer by herſelf; and 
my father, mother, brother, and 
Bathurſt, in another. I did it 
only once, ſo far as it might be 
lawful for me. 


I then prayed for reſolution and per- 
ſeverance to amend my life. Ire- 
ceived ſoon, the communicants 
were many. At the altar, it oc- 
curred to me that I ought to form 
ſome reſolutions, I reſolved, in 
the preſence of God, but without 
a vow, to repel ſinful thoughts, 
to ſtudy eight hours daily, and, I 
think, to go to church every Sun- 
day, and read the Scriptures. I 
gave a ſhilling; and ſeeing a poor 
girl at the ſacrament in a bedgown, 
gave her privately a crown, though 
I ſaw Hart's Hymns in her hand. 
18 prayed earneſtly for amend- 


oY ment, and ee my prayer at 


home. 


8 ao "PRAYERS AND 
home. Dined with Miſs W. went 
£ to - prayers: at church; went to 
—, ſpent the evening not plea- 
fſantly. Avoided wine, and tem- 
pererd a very fe glaſſes with ſher- 
bet. Came home and prayed. 


p ain | 
I ſaw, at the Sacrament a man mean- 
ly dreſſed, whom I have always 


- Teen there at Eaſter. 


a 


EASTER DA I. 
Againſt toe Ti 3 and lung. 


April 22, 1764, at 3 morning. 


| 7 and * merciful Fa- 
ther, who haſt created and preſerved 
Ms | | me, 


&# » * 9 


u DIT ATI O Ns r 
me, have pity on my weakneſs and 
 Srruption.. Deliver me from habi- 
tual wickedneſs and idleneſs ; enable 


me to purify my thoughts, to uſe 
the faculties which Thou haſt given 


me with honeſt diligence, and to re- 
gulate my life by the holy word. 


Grant me, O Lord, good purpoſes 


and ſteady reſolution, that I may re- 


pent my ſins, and amend my life. 
Deliver me from the diſtreſſes of vain 
terror, and enable me, by thy grace, 
to will and to do what may pleaſe 
Thee ; that when I ſhall be called 
away from this preſent ſtate, I may 
obtain everlaſting happineſs through 
Jeſas Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


Sept. 18, 1764; about 6 evening. 
THIS is my fifty-ſixth birth-day, the 
day on which I have concluded 

 fiſty-five years. 


J have 


as "PRAYERS AND 
I have outlived many friends. I have 
felt many ſorrows, I have. made 
few improvements. Since my re- 
ſiolution formed laſt Eaſter, I have 
made no advancement in know- 
ledge or in goodneſs ; nor do I re- 
collect that I have endeavoured it. 
I am dejected, but not hopeleſs. 
O God, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, have 
mercy upon me. 
Jin the evening. 
I went to church, prayed to be logſed 
Nam the chain of my ſins. 
I have now ſpent fifty-five years in 
reſolving; having from the earlieſt 
time almoſt that I can remember, 
been forming ſchemes of a better 
life. I have done nothing ; the 
need of doing therefore is preſſing, 
ſince the time of doing is ſhort. 
O God, grant me to reſolve aright, 
and to keep my reſolution, for 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen, 
: eee Hac 


1 CF 


AVEDITATIONS. 45 
| Has dimiua vite.. STAT. 


1 ee, 

To ſtudy the Scriptures; ; I hope, in 
the original languages. Six hun- 
dred and forty verſes every Sun- 
day, will nearly compriſe the 
Scriptures in a year. 

To read good books; to ſtudy theo- 
Jogy. 

To treaſurc in my mind paſſages for 
recolleQion. 

To riſe early ; not later than ſix, if 

I can; I hope ſooner, but as ſoon 
as J can. 

To keep a journal, both of employ- 
ment and of 4 * o keep 
accounts. 


To take care of my health, by ſuch 


means as I have deſigned. 


To ſet down at night ſome plan for 


the morrow. 


Laſt year | I prayed on my birth- 5 


by accommodating the Morning 


D Colle d. 


$2. PRAYERS AND 
Collect, for Grace, putting year 
for day. This I did this day. 
* 911 


Sept. 18, 1185 


00 God, e F ather, who de- 
xeſt not the deathof a ſinner, grant 
that I may turn from my wickedneſs 
and live. Enable me to ſhake off alt 
umpediments of lawful adtion, and 
o to order my life, that increaſe of 
days may produce inereaſe of grace, 


of tranquility. of thought, and vi- 
gout in duty. Grant that my re- 


ol Vs may be effecttral to a holy life, 
and : happy. death, for u Chrift's 


ane bs Amgny © 


8 £ RY, 


To- mord I purpoſe to regulate 


my rm. | Th 8, x4 8 
+ WY | | 7 1 1765. 


* - 4 8 


MEDITATIONS. 5 


| | 

43 11901 911 i * 765. 
F a 

„ N 2 ö 


EER DAY. 


April 7, about 3 in the morning. 


i purpoſe again to partake of the 
bleſſed Sacrament ; yet when I 
conſider how vainlyThave hither- 
to .reſolved, at this annual com- 
memoration of my Saviour's death, 
to regulate my life by his laws, I 
m am almoſt afraid to renew my reſo- 
lutions. Since the laſt Eaſter I 
have reformed no evil habit, my 
* time has been, unprofitably ſpent, 
| and ſeems as a dream that has left 
b of OB behind. 267 memory 


14144 


1 


Good Lord, deliver me. 
1 
I'will can upon God to-motrow for 
1 repentance and amendment. O 


A D 2 n 


52 


PRAYERS AND 


heavenly Father, let not my call 
be vain, but grant me to deſire 
what may pleaſe Thee ; and ful- 


i thoſe defires for — 
fake. Amen. 


mw reſolutions, which 'God moe. 


ren, ic | 
5 To avoid looſe thonckes: 


2. To riſe at eight every. morning. 


1 hope to extend theſe purpoſes to 


other duties; but it is neceſſary 


: 


to combat evil habits ſingly. I 
"purpoſe to riſe at eight, becauſe, 


though I ſhall not yet riſe early, it 
will be much earlier than I now 


, iſe, for I often lie till two, and 
will gain me much time, and tend 


| to a conqueſt over idleneſs, and 


give time for other duties. 8 hope 
lo riſe yet AA 


9 . % 
.- i Sn £33 3 „ 4 & - I 


Ataights ey moſt mervifol, Par 


10 


r, who hate? n that [2 ou 


29a 
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MEDITATIONS. 53 
haſt made, nor defireſt the death of 
a ſinner, look down with mercy 
upon me, and grant that I may turn 
from my wickedneſs and live. For- 
give the days and years which I have 
paſſed in folly, idleneſs, and fin. 
Fill me with ſuch ſorrow for the time” 
miſpent; that. I may amend my life 
according to thy holy word; ſtrength- 
en me againſt habitual idleneſs, and 
enable me to dire my thoughts to 
the performance of every duty; that 
while 1 live I may. ſerve Thee in the 
Rate to which Thou ſhalt call me, 
and at laſt by a holy and happy. 
death be delivered from the ſtrug- 
gles and ſorrows of this life, and ob- 
tain cternal happineſs by thy mercy, 
for the ſake of nn Chriſt our Lord. 


Amen, 


O Gods, have merey on me; 


At 


. the Pſalms, and conld not well 


5% PRS AND 


& 


At church-I Puzpple, > abr tte) 


7 * 


Before I leave the pew, to pray the 

"occaſional prayer, ang read 7 re⸗ 

ſolutions. 

To pray for Tetty and the reſt, 

The like after communion. uy 

At intervals to uſe the Collects of 
Fourth after Trinity, and Firſt and 
Fourth after "Epiphany, and to 
meditate. : 


This was done as 1 * but 
with ſome diſtraction. I came in 


hear. I renewed my roſolutions at 
the altar. God perfect them. 
Then Icame home. I prayed, and 
have hope; grant, O Lord, for 


the fake of Jeſus Chriſt, that my 
. 


hope may not be vain. 


# 


I invited home with me the man 


whoſe pious behaviour I had for 
. ſeveral you obſerved on this day, 
| and 


MEDITATIONS. «x 
and found him a kind of metho- 
diſt, full of texts, but ill-inſtruct- 
ed I talked to him with temper, 
and offered him twice wine, which 

| he refuſed. I ſuffered him to go 
without the dinner which I had 
purpoſed to give him I thought 
this day that there was ſomething 
irregular and particular in his look 
and geſtures; but having intend- 
ed to invite him to acquaintance. 
and having a fit opportunity by 
finding him near my ow ſeat at- 
ter I had miſſed him, I did what 
I at firſt-defigned, and am forry to 
have been ſo much difappointed: 
Eet me not be prejudiced hereaf- 
ter againſt the appearance of pie- 
ty-in mean perſons, who, with in- 
determinate notions, and perverſe . 
or inelegant converſation, per- 
haps arc doing all they can. 


At night I uſed the occaſional prayer 
| e 4 Collects. 
Before 


x6 PRAYERS AND 


3 } 


den. the Studs of EL A 5. 


Sept. 26, 1765, 
Atavignty God, the giver of wiſ- 
dom, without whoſe help reſolutions 
are vain, without whoſe bleſſing ſtu- 
dy is ineſſectual, enable me, if it be 
thy will, to attain ſuch knowledge 
is may qualify me to direct the 
doubtful, and inſtruct the ignorant, 
to prevent wrongs, and terminate 
contention ; and grant that I may 
uſe that knowledge which I ſhall at- 
tain, to thy glory and my own fal- 
vation, for New Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


E "gaging in ; POLT 7 IK $ ba Hu 


Fi 


Nov. 1966. 


ALwighty 6 God, who art the giver 
of hw Fon | enlighten my under- 
N ſtanding 


MWEDITATIONS 55 
MNanding with knowledge of right; 
and-govern my will by thy laws, that 
no deceit may miſlead me, nor temp- 
tation corrupt me, that I may always 
endeavour to do good, and to hinder 
evil. | Amidſt all the hopes and fears 
of this world, take not thy holy Spi- 
rit from me; but grant that my 
thoughts may be fixed on thee, and: 
that I may finally attain everlaſting 
happineſs, for cone Cys! fake. 


Amen. 9 v9 a 


1766. 
Jan. r, after 2 in the Morning. 


Almighty and moſt merciful Fa- 


ther, J again appear in thy preſence, 
the wretched miſpender of another 


en which thy mercy has allowed. 
N | = D 5 | me. | 


ﬆ& PRAYERS AND 
me. O Lord, let me not ſink into 
total depravity, look down upon me; 
and reſcue me at laſt from the capti- 
vity of ſin. Impart to me good re- 
ſolutions, and give me ſtrength and 
perſeverance to perform them. Take 
not from me thy Holy Spirit, but 
grant that I may redeem the time loſt, 
and that by temperance and dili- 
gence, by ſincere repentance. and 
faithful obedience, I may finally ob-- 
tain everlaſting happineſs for- the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


$T:UD . 


E ntering Novum Muſeum. 
M arch 2. 


A and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, who haſt graciouſſiy ſupplied 


me with new conveniencies for ſtudy, 
9 FG 82 grant 


MBDITATIONS. 59 
grant that I may. uſe, thy gifts toithy 
glory. Forgive me the time miſpent, 
relieve, my perplexitics, ſtrengthen 
my reſolution, and enable me to do 
my duty with vigour and conſtancy; 
and when the fears and hopes, the 
pains. and plcaſures of this liſe ſhallI 
have an end, receive me to everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. | 

Tranſcribed, June 26, —68. 


2 
= 


” 


Sept. 18, 17 66, at Streatham. 


T have this day completed my fifty- 
ſeventh year. , O Lord, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake, have mercy upon me. 


ALmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 


ther, who halt granted me to prolong 


my life to another year, look down 
on { me e with pity. Let not my ma- 


nifold 
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6 PRAYERS AND 
nifold ſins and negligences avert from 
me thy fatherly regard. Enlighten 
my mind that I may know my duty; 
that I may perform it, ſtrengthen my 
reſolution. Let not another year be 
loſt in vain deliberations; let me re- 
member, that of the ſhort life of 
man, a great part is already paſt in 
finfolneſs and floth. Deliver me, 
gracious Lord, from the bondage of 
evil cuſtoms, and take not from me 
thy Holy Spirit; but enable me, ſo 
to ſpend my remaining days, that by 
performing thy will, I may promote 
thy glory; and grant that after the 
troubles and diſappointments of this 

mortal ſtate, I may obtain everlaſting 

Happineſs, for the ſake of Jefus 
* Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


7. Added, > 


5 27 5 Fourteenth S. her Tr. 424 
The Morning Collect. 41 744 

Ihe beginning of tbis (Gay) year. 

"_ | | W 
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ME DITATIONS. 62 


pPutpoſe s 
Tens a Journal. To Wee thi 
ay. 
To ſpend four hours every day in 
ſttudy, and as much mote as I 
dan. 
To read a portion of * feriptures 
in Greek, every Sunday. 


To riſe at eight. 


Oct. 3. —66. Or alf this T have 
done nothing. 


eee eee 
66, having lived 22 — 
than three months. 


2767. 


Jan. r, ma mane ſeripſi. 


ALmighty and moſt merciful fa- 
oy: in * . ard fe and 


death, 


5 


62 PRAYERS AND 
death, as thou haſt ſuffered me to ſee 
the beginning of another year, grant, 
I beſeech thee, that another year 
may not be loſt in idleneſs, or ſquan- 
dered in unproſitable employment. 
Let not ſin prevail on the remaining 
part of life, and take not from me 
thy Holy Spirit; but as every day 
brings me nearer to my end, let every 
day contribute to make my end holy 
and happy. Enable me, O Lord, to 
uſe all enjoyments with due tempe- 
rance, preſer ve me from unſeaſonable 
and immoderate fleep, and enable 
me to run with diligence the race that 
is ſet before me, that after the trou- 
bles of this life, L may obtain ever- 
laſting happineſs, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


—_— 


rn 


. g 2 Auguſt 2, 1765. 


1 hives — diſturbed: and unſetiled 
for a long time, and have been 
without 


ME NUITATIONS. 63 
without reſolution to apply to 
ſtudy on to buſineſs, being hinder- 
ed by ſudden. ſnatches. 


I have for ſome days forborne wine 
and ſuppers. Abſtinence is not 

. caſily practiſed in another J houſe ; ; 
but I think it fit to try. 


was extremely pert urbed in ithe 
night, but have had this day more 
eaſe than I expected. D. gr. Per- 
_ haps this may be ſuch a ſudden re- 
lief as Tonce had by a good night 8 
reſt in Fetter- lane. 3 


T he ſhortneſs of the time which the 
common order of nature allows 
me to expect, is be frequently 
upon my mind. God Srant that 
it may profit . 
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23 el tler, by 3 | 
have had more caſe. I have read 
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PRAYERS AND) 
| five books of Homer, and 


end the ffuti to night. ib | 
ven Mrs. n 


By abſtinence from wine and ſup- 
pers, I obtained ſudden and. great 
Elek. and had freedom of mind 
reſtored. to me; which 1 have: want-- 
ed for all this year, without being 
able 2 any means of oltain- 


ing . a>. : Bot Ats $5365 
N £29 Bbc 1 & 0 * 3C YER 1 | 
E am now. about to receive with. my 


old friend Kitty . hy ſa- 
crament, preparatory to her death. 


Grant, O God, that it may fit me. 
I purpoſe temperance: for my reſo- 
ay neal O God enable me to 

— 4. a hae: ad 

u Hoy © 
8.32, P. M. 

have communicated with Kitty, and 

Riſſed her: Twas for ſome time 

diſtracted, but at laſt more com- 


poſed. Jcommene my friends 


_ 
- 


MEDITATIONS. 6g 
and Kitty. Lucy and I ere much 
affected. Kitty i is, 1 think, going 

to heaven. 


1 8 % 7. 1767. 

Od, grant chat T ay prbcbfe 
ſuch temperance in meat, drink, and 
fleep, and all bodily enjoyments, as 
may fit me for the duties to which 
Thou ſhalt call me, and by thy bleſſ- 
ing procure me freedom of thought 
and quietneſs of mind, that I may 
ſo ſerve Thee in this ſhort and frail 
life, that T may be received by Thee 
at my death to everlaſting happineſs, 
Take not, O Lord, thy Holy Spirit 
from me; deliver me not up to vain 
fears; but have mercy on me, for the 


ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


0 God, who defireſt not the death, 
z 1 &e. 11 a 14 * > 
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66 TRA ERS ANDY 
O Lord, grant us increale—;  . 
O God, pardon and peace 
O God, who knoweſt our neceſſi- 
ties 


Our Father 


— —-—-— — r — ͤ— 


Sunday, Oct. 18, 1767. 

YESTERDAY, Oct. 17, at about 
ten in the morning, I took my 
leave for ever of my dear old 
friend Cathrine Chambers, Who 
came to live with my mother a- 
bout 1724, and has been but little 
parted from us ſince. She buried 
my father, my brother, and my 
mother. She is now fifty- eight 
ears old. 


0 
| 1 deſtred all to withdraw, then told 
her that we were to part for ever; 
that as Chriſtians, we ſhould: part 
with prayer; and that I Would, if 
ſhe was willing, ſay a ſhort prayer 
beſide her. She 1 great 
b deſire 


MEDITATIONS: 6 
_ defire to hear me; and held up her 
poor hands, as ſhe lay in bed. with 
great feryvour, while 1. prayed 
kneeling, by by 1 in the fol- 


Jowing, mob: 


{ I 355 * 
Aumighty « Few moſt mercifgl fa- 
ther, whoſe loving kindneſs is over 
all thy works, behold, viſit, and re- 
lieve this thy ſervant, Who is grie ved 
with ſickneſs. Grant that the ſenſe 
of her weakneſs may add ſtrength 
to her faith and ſeriouſneſs to her re- 
pentance. And grant that by the 
help of thy Holy Spirit, after the 
pains and labours of this ſhort life, 
we may all obtain everlaſting happi- 
| neſs, through ,Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord, 
tor whoſe ſake hear o our prayers. A- 
men. Qur, Father, &c. | G92 t ek 


1 then kiſſed 3 "She told me, that 
92 Bhs was the greateſt pain that 


| ever 'felt, and that ſhe 
4 thi 7d 2008 1 i 


1 I © hoped 
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"hoped w mguld fnbet agafn in 2 
1 5 2 — expfeffed With 
ſwelled eyes, and great Emotion of 
| fenderiieſs, the ſame hopes.” We 
kiſſed and parted. Thumbly hope 


to meet again, and to " n 
more. ; * 4 by © 
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Anavighty God, who ſeeſt that I 
have no power of myſelf to help my- 
felf, z keep me both outwardly in my 
body, and inwardly in my ſoul, that 
I may be defended from all adverfi- 
ties that happen to the body, 
nj * T7 b 0 1 may 
1. 5 ; aſſault 


MEPLTATIONS. 6 
aſſault and hurt the ſoul, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
This prayer may be ſaid before or af- 
ter the entrance into bed, as a 

"preparative for ſleep. 
When 1 tranſcribed this Played, it 
-was my purpoſe to have made this 
Bosk a Collection. 


Shidy of Tongues. 


Alwighty God, giver bf all know- 

| ledge, enable me to purfue the ſtudy 
of tongues, that I may promote thy 
wy and my on Ats. 20 


| Blefs any! endedvons im hall: dem 
Ibeſt. unto Thee; and if it Mall pleaſe 
- Þ Thee: to grant me the attainment of 
my purpoſe, preſerve me from ſinful 
pride take not thy Holy Spirit from 
me, but grant me a * heart and 


5383 04935 At idm onfbRE9! ee 4 
4 [A parghment book contaiving fork of theſe 
iter as re marked tran Eribed.) 3. 


humble 


% PRAYERS AND 
humble mind, tbrough us Chriſt 


Ame 51054 wo eee 


18 0 iotad bi 20 1&0 27 Mig © 
.Of this prayer there is no date, not 
can I tell when it was written; 


but | think it was in Gough-ſquarc 
after the Dictionary was ended. 
did not ſtudy what I then intend 
_— i 
Tranſcribed June 26, 1768. 


1 n in Kent, 
10 Sept. 18, 1768, at night. 
TH HAVE now begun. the Gxtieth year 
of my life. How the laſt year ha: 
paaſt, Iam nowilling to terrify my- 
ſelf with thinking. This day has 
been paſt in great perturbation: 
was diſtracted at church in an un- 
common degree, and my diſtreſ. 
has had very little intermiſſion. 
have found myſelf ſome what re- 
lieved by reading, which I therefore 


intend to practiſe when I am able 
Ane | This 


a" 4 „ << 


224 


* 


Pp vs much diſturb me. 


NME DITATIONS. 51 


This day it came into my mind to 


write the hiſtory of my melancho- 


ly. On this I purpoſe to deliberate; 


I know not whether ah may not 


AS 


I this day read a great part of Paſcal's 
life, 


O Lord, who haſt ſafely brought we, 
&c. 


"2 


; 4 .. #7 


— and moſt mereifof Fa- 


ther, Creator and Preſerver of man- 
kind, lock down with pity upon my 


troubles and maladies. Heal my bo- 
dy, ſtrengthen my mind, compoſe my 
difiraction, calm my inquietude, and 


telieve my tetrors; that if it pleaſe 


Thee, 1 may ron n the race chat! is ſet 
71 : K before 
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before me with peace, paticrice con- 
Nancy, and confidence: Grant this, 
O Lord, and take not from me thy 
Holy Spirit, but pardon and bleſs me, 
for the fake of jeſus Chriſt, our 
Lord. 
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1769. 


January 1. 

I AM now about to begin another 
year: how the laſt was paſt, it 
would be in my ſtate of weakneſs 
perhaps not prudent too ſolicicit- 
ouſly to recollect. God will, 1 
enn turn my ſufferings to my be- 
py done — and Having. ck 
dated me great relief, will by.« de- 

© groes heal and reſtore both my 
mind 
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mind and body ; and permit me, 
when the laſt year of my life ſhall 
come, to leave'the world in holi- 
neſs and tranquillity, 


J am not yet in a ſtate to form any 
reſolutions; I purpoſe, and hope 
to riſe early in the morning, at 
eight, and by degrees at ſix; eight 
being the lateſt hour to which bed- 
time can be properly extended ; 
and fix the earlieſt that the preſent 
ſyſtem of life requires. 


ALmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, who haſt continued my life 
from year to year, grant that by long- 
er life I may become leſs defirous of 
ſinful pleaſures, and more careful of 
eternal happineſs. As age comes up- 

9 BY on 
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on me, let my mind be more with- 
drawn from vanity and folly, more 
enlightened with the knowledge of 
thy will, and more invigorated with 
reſolution to obey it. O Lord, calm 
my thoughts, direct my deſires, and 
fortify my purpoſes. If it ſhall pleaſe 
Thee, give quiet to my latter days, 
and ſo ſupport me with thy grace, 
that I may die in thy favour, for the 
Take ef Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


| Safely brought us to the beginning 
of this year, &c. 


September 18, 1769. 
THIS day completes the ſixtieth year 
of my age. What I have done and 
what I have left undone, the un- 
ſettled ſtate of my mind, makes 
all endeavours to think improper. 
I hope to ſurvey my life with more 
__ tranquillity, in ſome part of the 
.time which God ſhall. grant me. 
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The laſt year has been wholly ſpent 
in a ſlow progreſs of recovery, 
My days are eaſier, but the per- 
furbation of my nights is very diſ- 
treſsful. I think to try a lower 
diet. I have grown fat too faſt, 
My lungs ſeem incumbered, and 
my breath fails me, if my ſtrength 
is in any unuſual degree exerted, 
or my motion accelerated. I 
ſeem to myſelf to bear exerciſe 
with more difficulty than in the 
laſt winter. But though I feel 
all thoſe decays of body, I have 
made no preparation for. the 


grave, What ſhall I do to be ſa- 
ved ? 
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Mitch and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, I now appear in thy preſence, 
laden with the ſins, and accountable 

for the mercies of another year. Glo- 
ry be to thee O God, for the mitiga- 

tion of my troubles, and for the hope 
| E 2 of 
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of health both of mind and body 
which Thou haſt vouchſafed me. 
Moſt merciful Lord, if it ſeem good 
unto Thee, 8 my mind, and 
relieve my diſeaſes; enable me to 
perform the duties of my ſtation, and 
ſo to ſerve Thee, as that, when my 
hour of departure from this painful 
life ſhall be delayed no longer, I may 
be received to everlaſting happineſs, 


for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. 
Amen. 


—_— 


O Lord, without whoſe help all the 
purpoſes of man are vain, enable me 
to uſe ſuch, temperance as may heal 
my body, and ſtrengthen my mind, 
and enable me to ſerve thee. Grant 
this; O Lord, for the ſake of Jeſus 


Chriſt, our Saviour. Amen. 


Who haſt ſafcly brought me, &c. 


Sept. 
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Sept. 19, 1769. 

YESTERDAY, having riſen from a 
. diſturbed and weariſome night, 1 
was not much at reſt the whole 
day. I prayed with the collect, 20 
the beginning, in the night and 
in the morning. At night I com- 
poſed my prayer, and wrote my 
reflection. Reviewing them, I 
found them both weakly conceiv- 


ed and imperfectly expreſſed, and 
correAQed the prayer thie marning. 


T am glad that I have not omitted 
| my annual practice. I hope that by 
| © rigid temperance, and moderate 
| exerciſe, I may yet recover. 9 3 
uſed the prayer again at night, 
and am now to begin, by the per- 
miſſion of God, my fixty-firſt year. 


November 


1» PRAYERS AND 
1 November 8, 1769. 
Atnighty God, merciful Father, 
whoſe proyidence is over all thy 
works, look down with pity upon the 
diſeaſes of my body, and the pertur- 
bations of my mind. Give thy bleſſ⸗ 
ing, O Lord, to the means which I 
ſhall uſe for my relief, and reſtore 
caſe to my body, and quiet to my 
thoughts. Let not my remaining life 
be made uſeleſs by infirmitics ; nei- 
ther let health. if thou ſhalt grant it, 
be employed by me in diſobedience 
to thy laws ; and give me ſuch a ſenſe 
of my . as may humble me be- 
fore thee, and ſuch remembrance of 
thy mercy as may produce honeſt in- 
duſtry, and holy confidence. And, 
O Lord, whether thou ordaineſt my 
days to be paſt in eaſe or anguiſh, 
take not from me thy Holy Spirit; 
but grant that I may attain everlaſt- 
ing life, for the ſake of , Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen, 
5 This 


| 
l 
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| This 1 found January TY 1772; and 

| believe it written when T began to 

© Five on milk. I grew worſe with 
forbearance of ſolid food. 


„ 


Jan. r, prima mane. 


| HI God, by whoſe mercy 
I am permitted to behold the begin- 
ning of another year, ſuccour with 
thy help, and bleſs with thy favour, 
the creature whom thou vouchſafeſt 
to preſerve. Mitigate, if it ſhall 
ſeem beſt unto thee, the diſeaſes of 
my body, and compoſe the diſorders 
of my mind. Diſpel my terrors ; and 
grant, that the time which thou ſhalt 
yet allow * may not paſs unprofit- 
ably 
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ably away. Let not pleaſure ſeduce 


me, idleneſs lull me, or miſery. de- 
preſs me. Let me perform to thy 
glory, and the good of my fellow- 
creatures, the work which Thou ſhalt 
yet appoint me; and grant, that as I 
draw nearer to my diſſolution, I may, 
by the help of thy Holy Spirit, feel 
my knowledge of Thee encreaſed, 
my hope exalted, and my faith 
ſtrengthened ; that when the hour 
which is coming ſhall come, I may 


paſs by a holy death to everlaſting 


happineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


Wedneſday, March 28, 1470, 
THIS is the day on which, in 1552, I 
was deprived of poor dear Tetty. 
Having left off the practice of 


thinking on her with ſome parti- 
cular 
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cular combinations, I have recalled 
her to my mind of late leſs fre- 
quently ; but when I recollect the 
time in which we lived together, 
my grief for her departure is not 
abated; and I have leſs pleaſure in 
any good that- befalls me, becauſe 
ſhe does not partake tt. On many 
occaſions, I think what ſne would 
have ſaid or done. When I ſaw 
the ſea at Brighthelmſtone, I 

wiſhed for her to have ſeen it with 
But with reſpect to her, no 
rational wiſh is now left, but that 
we may mect at laſt where the 
mercy of God ſhall make us happy, 
and perhaps make us inſtrumental 
to the happineſs of each other. It 
is now cighteen years. 
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April 14, 1770. 

T HIS week is Paſſion Week. 

I have for . ſome weeks paſt. been 
much afflicted with the lumbago, 

or rheumatiſm in the loins, which 

oſten paſſes to the muſcles of the 

belly, where it cauſes equal, if not 


greater pain. In the day the ſun- 


ſhine mitigates it; and in cold or 
cloudy weather, ſuch as has for 
ſome time paſt remarkably prevail- 
ed, the heat of a ſtrong fire ſuſ- 
pends it. In the night it is ſo 
troubleſome, as not very eaſily to 
be borne. Ilie wrapped in flannel, 
with a very great fire near my bed ; 
but whether it be that a recumbent 
poſture increaſes the pain, or that 
expanſion by moderate warmth 
excites what a great heat diſſipates, 
I can ſeldom remain in bed two 
_ Hours at a time without the neceſ- 
* . _ tity 
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ty of riſing to heat the parts af- 


feed at the fire. 


One night, between the pain and the 
ſpaſms in my ſtomach, I was in- 
ſupportably diſtreſſed. On the 


next night, I think, I laid a 


bliſter to my back, and took 


opium; my night was tolerable, 


and from that time, the ſpaſms | in 
my ſtomach, which diſturbed me 
for many years, and for two paſt 
haraſſed me almoſt to diftraftion, 


have nearly ceaſed; I ſuppoſe the 


Prcaſt is relaxed by the opium. 


Having paſſed Thurſday in Paſſion 


Week at Mr. Thrale's, 1 came 


home on Friday morning, that I 
might paſs the day unobſerved; 1 
had nothing but water, once in 


the morning, and once at bed- 
time. I refufed tea, after ſome 


deliberation, in the afternoon. 


They 
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They did not preſs it. I came 
home late, and was unwilling to 
carry my rheumatiſm to the cold 
church in the morning, unleſs that 
were rather an excuſe made to my- 
telf. In the afternoon I went to 
church, but came late, I think at 
the Creed. I read Clarke's Sermons 
on the death of Chriſt, and the 
Second Epiſtle to Timothy in 
Greek, but rather haſtily. I then 
went to Thrale's, and had a very 
tcdious and painful night. But the 
ſpaſms in my throat are gone; and 
if either the pain, or the opiate 
which the pain enforced, has ſtop- 
ped them, the relief is very cheap- 
ly purchaſed. The pain harraſſes 
me much; yet many have the diſ- 
caſe perhaps in a much higher de- 
gree, with want of food, fire, and 
covering, which I find thus griev- 
ous, with all the ſuccours that 
3 riches 


N W 
| _ . Oe © Sb." 1 8285 er 7 * 1 on” * 1 2 . N 
c 


TT 


MEDITATIONS, 85 


riches and kindneſs can buy and 
give. 


On Saturday I was not hungry, and 
did not eat much breakfaſt. There 
was a dinner and company, at 
which I was perſuaded or tempted 

to ſtay. At night I came home, 
ſat up, and compoſed the Prayer; 
and having ordered the maid to 
make the fire in my chamber, at 
eight went to reſt, and had a tole- 
rable night. 
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April 15, 19770, in the morning. 

A Lmighty and everlaſting God, who 

haſt preſerved me, by thy fatherly 

care, through all the years of my paſt 

Es and now n. me again tos 
| com- 


56 PRAYERS AND 
commemorate the ſufferings and me- 
rits of our Lord and Saviour TJefus 
Chriſt; grant me ſo to partake of this 
Holy Rite, that the diſquiet of my 
mind may be appeaſed, that my faith 
- may be encreaſed, my hope ſtrength- 
ened, and my life regulated by thy 
will. Make me truly thankful for 
that portion of health which thy 
mercy has reſtored, and enable me 
to uſe the remains of life to thy glo- 
ry and my own ſalvation. Take not 
from me, O Lord, thy Holy Spirit; 
extinguiſh in my mind all ſinful and 
4nordinate deſires ; let me reſolve to 
do that which 1s right; and let me, 
by thy help, keep my reſolutions. 
Let me, if it be beſt for me, at laſt 
know peace and comfort ; but what- 
ever ſtate of life Thou ſhalt appoint 
me, let me end it by a happy death, 
and enjoy eternal happineſs in thy 
preſence, for the ſake of v. Chriſt 


our Lan - Amen, 
EASTER 
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MEDI T ATIONS. By | 
EASTER DAY. 


1in the afternoon. 
JAM juſt returned from the com- 
munion, having been very little 


interrupted in my ny by bodily 
pain. 


I was very early at church, and uſed 
this Prayer, I think, before ſervice, 
with proper collects. I was com- 
poſed during the ſervice. I went 
to the table to hear the prefatory 
part of the office, then returned 


to my pew, and tried to ſettle ſome 
reſolutions. 


T reſolved to form, this: day, ſome 
plan for reading the Scriptures. 


To rife by eight, or earlier. 


To form a plan Pg the regulation of 
my daily life. 


To 
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To excite in myſelf ſuch a fervent 


deſire of pleaſing God, as ſhould 
ſuppreſs all other paſſions. 


I ooofyuls through all the collects of 


meditation, with ſome extempo- 
rary prayers; recommended my 
friends, living and dead. When! 
returned to the table, I ſtaid till 
moſt had communicated, and in 
the mean time tried to ſettle my 
mind; prayed againſt bad and 
x troubleſome thoughts ; ;. reſolved to 
oppoſe ſudden incurſions of them; 
and I think, had — thrown i in- 
to my mind at the general confeſ- 
ſion. When I went firſt to the ta- 
ble, the particular ſeries of my 
e de cannot recollect. 


Wen I came home 1 returned thanks 
by accommodating the General 

. Thankſgiving ; ; and nſed this Pray- 
er again, with the COINGs, after 
receiving 
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receiving. I hope God hes 1 heard 


me. 


Shall I ever receive the Sacrament 


with tranquillity ? mea th the time 
wil come. 


Some vain a thoughts: ſtole upon me 
while I ſtood near the table; I 
hope I rejected them effeQually, ſo 
as not to be hurt by them, 


1 went to prayers at ſeven, having 
faſted ; read the two morning leſ- 
ſons in Greek, At night I read 
Clarke's Sermons of the Humilia- 
tion of our Saviour, 


1 Sunday after Eafter. 
I HAVE been recovering from my 


rheumatiſm ſlowly yet ſenſibly ; 25 


but 


« 


go PRAYERS AND” 


%. 


4 v 


but the laſt weck has produced 
little good. Uneaſy nights have 


tempted me to lie long in the E 
morning. But when I wake in the 5 
night, the releaſe which ſtill con- 1 
tinues from the ſpaſms in my 1 

throat, gives me great comfort. 7 


The plan which I formed for reading 
the Scriptures, was to. read 600 
2 in the Old bee and 


1 wee in any Buder 
the New i + 2 8 | 

This ta 1 began to 1 the . ens⸗ 
gint, but read only 230 verſes, the 
nine firſt chapters of Geneſis. 


On this evening I repeated the Pray- 
er for Eafter Day, changing the fu- 
ture tenſe to the paſt. 


MM 8 4 — 
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5 Jan. 1, 25970. 
EVERY man naturally perſuades 
Himſelf that he can keep his reſo- 
lutions, nor is he convinced of his 
imbecillity but by length of time 
and frequency of experiment.— 
This opinion of our own conſtan- 
cy is ſo prevalent, that we always 


deſpiſe him who ſuffers his general 


and ſettled purpoſe to be overpow- 
ered by an occaſional deſire. They, 


therefore, whom frequent failures 


have made deſperate, ceaſe to form 


reſolutions ; and they who are be- 


come cunning, do not tell them. 
Thoſe who do not make them are 
very few, but of their effect little 
is perceived; for ſcarcely any man 


perſiſts i in a courſe of life planned 
by choice, but as he is reſtrained 
from deviation by ſome external 
power. He who may live as he 


ll ſeldom lives long in the 
obſer- 
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8 Fey his phos rlles. I 
_ never. yet ſays a regular family, 
valeſs it were that of Mrs. Harri- 
ot's, nor a regular man except Mr. 
—, Whoſe exactneſs I know 
only. by his own report, and Pſal- 
_ manazar, whoſe life was, I think, 
uniform. 


„ oh oo WEE Sorin” har* 


+: 3 1771. 
; BA STER DAY, 


N March: 31. 


Lang! ty and moſt. merciful Fa- 
ther, Lam now about to commemo- 
rate once more, in thy preſence, the 
redemption; of the world by our Lord 
and N thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. 

Grant, 


„ 


— o 


MEDITATIONS. 93 
mt, Q moſt merciful God, that 
the benefit of his ſufferings may be 


extended to me. Grant me faith, 
grant me repentance. Illuminate 


me with thy Holy Spirit, enable me 
to form good purpoſes, and to bring 
theſe purpoſes to good effect. Let 
me ſo diſpoſe my time, that I may 


diſcharge the duties to which thou 


ſhalt vouchſafe to call me; and let 
that degree of health, to which thy 
mercy has reſtored me, be employed 
to thy glory. O God, invigorate my 
underſtanding, 8 my perturba - 
tions, recal my wanderings, and calm 
my thoughts; that having lived while 


thou ſhalt grant me life, to do good 


and to praiſe thee, I may, when thy 
call ſhall ſummon me to another 
ſtate, receive mercy from thee, for 


Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


4 


Sept, 


„ ÞR AYERS AND 


IAM now come to my ſixty-thiri 


think, from the general diſeaſe of 
my life. My breath is leſs obſtruct-· 


made towards regularity. I have 
miſſed Church ſince Eaſter only 


Sept. 18, 1971 9 at aide | 
year. For the laſt year I have been 
ſlowly recovering both from the 
violence of my laſt illneſs, and, I 


ed, and T am more capable of mo- 
tion and exerciſe. My mind s 
leſs encumbered, and I am leſs in- 
terrupted in mental employment, 
Some advances I hope have been 


two Sundays, both which I hope! 
have endeavoured to ſupply by 
attendance on divine worſhip in 
the following week. Since Eaſter, 
my evening devotions have been 
lengthened. But indolence and 
indifference has been neither con- 


quered nor oppoſed. No plan of 
ſtudy has been perſued or formed, 
ert 
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except that I have commonly read 
every week, if not on Sunday, a 
10 N ſtated portion of the New Teſta- 


ment in Greek. But what is moſt 
e to be conſidered, I have neither 
1Þ attempted nor formed any ſcheme 
doof life by which I may do good, 
and pleaſe God. 


One great hindrance is want of reſt ; 
my nocturnal complaints grow leſs 
troubleſome towards morning 


: and I am tempted to repair the de- 
5 ficiencies of the night. I think, 
& however, to try to riſe every day 
JF by eight, and to combat indolence 
1 | as 1 ſhall obtain ſtrength. Perhaps 
'F *Providence has yet ſome uſe for 
: the remnant of my life. 

n 

d 


Almighty 
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* 


ALmighty and everlafting God, 
whoſe mercy is over all thy works, 


and who haſt no pleaſure in the death 
of a ſinner, look with pity upon me, 


_ *faceourantd preſerve me: enable me 


F 


to conquer evil habits, and ſurmount 
temptations. - Give me grace ſo to 


uſe the degree of health which thou 


haſt reſtored to my mind and body, 


that I may perform the taſk thou 


ſhalt yet appoint me. Look down, 


O gracious. Lord, upon my remaining 
part of life; grant, if it pleaſe thee, 
that the days few or many which 
thou ſhalt yet allow me, may paſs in 
reaſonable confidence, and holy tran- 


quillity. Withhold not thy Holy Spi- 
rit from me, but ſtrengthen all good 
purpoſes, till they ſhall produce a life 


. pleaſing to thee. And when thou 
ſhalt call me to another ſtate, forgive 


me my ſins, and receive me to hap- 


pineſs, 


„ 


72 Ke 10 
„ 


r 7 Pr &-- « r r FOR So * E vt x *, * ä 


2 * = * 7 * 
F 
y c 


f — 4 
* \ A 6 as Ay _ 4 T =P bk FE — 3 # my * * 
we & tus te &: , N n 3 ACE Go Fired 9 Ho; ten NT . 5 1 + 4 


Oe 


At night I compoſed and uſed the 
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pineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt ( 
our Lord. Amen. * 


Safely — us, &. 


Sept. 23, 1771. 

ON the 18th, in the morning, before 
I went to bed, I uſed the general 
prayer [beginning of this year.] 1 
When I roſe, I came home from 
Mr. Thrale's that I might be more 
maſter of my hours. I went to 1 
church in the morning, but came 
in at the Litany. I have gone 
voluntarily to church on the week 
day but few times in my life. I 

think to mend, 


prayer, which I have uſed ſince in 
way 


— — —ä — — — 
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my devotions one morning. Hav- 


ing been ſome what diſturbed, 1 
have not yet ſettled in any plan, 
except that yeſterday I began to 
learn ſome verſes in the Greek 
Teſtament for a Sunday's recital. 
I hope, by truſting in God, to 
amend my life. 


1772. 


Jan. 1, 2 in the Morning. 


ALmighty God, who haſt permitted 
me to ſee the beginning of another 


year, enable me ſo to receive thy 
mercy, as that it may raiſe in me 
ftronger deſires of pleaſing Thee by 


purity of mind and holineſs of life. 


CC n O Lord, in good pur- 
poſes 
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poſes and reaſonable meditations. 
Look with pity upon all my difot- 
ders of mind and infirmities of body. 
Grant that the reſidue of my life 
may enjoy ſuch degrees of health as 
may permit me to be uſeful, and that 
I may live to thy glory; and, O mer- 
ciful Lord, when it ſhall pleaſe Thee 
to call me from the preſent ſtate, en- 
able me to die in confidence of thy 
mercy, and receive me to everlaſting 


happineſs, for the ſake of Jerus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


To riſe in the morning. 


EASTER EVE. 


— 


April 18, 1772. 
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I AM now again preparing by divine - 


mercy, to commemorate the death 


F 2 of 
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of my gracious Redeemer, and to 
form, as God ſhall enable me, re- 


ſolutions and purpoſes of a better 
life, 


When I review the lait year, 1 am 
able to recolleR ſo little done, that 
ſhame and ſorrow, though perhaps 
too weakly, come upon me; yet I 
have been generally free from lo- 
cal pain, and my ſtrength has ſeem- 
ed gradually to increaſe. But my 
fleep has generally been unquiet, 
and I have not been able to riſe 
early. My mind is unſettled, and 
my memory confuſed. I have of 
late turned my thoughts, with a 
very uſeleſs earneſtneſs, upon paſt 
incidents. I have yet got no com- 
mand over my thoughts; an un- 
pleaſing incident is almoſt certain 
to hinder my reſt; this is the re- 
mamder of my last illneſs. By 
fleeplefs or unquiet niglits, and 


ſhort 
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ſhort days, made ſhort by late 
riſing, the time paſſes away unac- 
counted and unheeded. Life ſo 
ſpent is uſelefs. 


L hope to caſt my time into ſome ſta- 
ted method. 


To let no hour paſs unemployed. 


Jo riſe by degrees more carly in the 
morning, 


To keep a journal, 


I have, I think, been leſs ality of 
neglecting public worſhip than 
formerly. I have commonly on 
Sunday gone once to church, and 
if 1 have miſſed, have reproached 
myſelf. 


I have exerted rather more activity of : 
body. Theſe diſpoſitions I defire 
to improve. 


] re- 
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I reſolved, laſt Eaſter, to read with- 
in the year, the whole Bible, a ve- 
ry great part of which I had never 
looked upon, I read the Greek 

Teſtament without conſtruing, and 
| this day concluded the Apocalypſe. 
I think that no part was miffed. 


My purpoſe of reading the reſt of the 
Bible was forgotten, till I took by 


chance the reſolutions of laſt Eaſ- 
ter in my hand. 


begun it the firſt day of Lent; and 
for a time, read with ſome regula- 
rity. I was then diſturbed or ſe- 
duced, but finiſhed the Old Teſ- 
tament laſt Thurſday. 


1 hope to read the Old Bible once 
a year, as long as I live. 


22 Yeſterday I faſted, as I have always, 
or commonly done, ſince the death 
of Tetty. The faſt was more pain- 


ful 
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ful than it has formerly been, 
which I imputed to ſome medici- 
nal evacuations in the beginning 
of the week, and to a meal of 
cakes on the foregoing day. I can- 
not now faſt as formerly. 


1 devoted this week to the peruſal of 
the Bible, and have done little ſe- 
cular buſineſs. I am this night 

_ eaſter than is cuſtomary on this 

_ anniverſary, but am not ſenſibly 

. enlightened. 


EASTER DAY. 


Aﬀter 12 at night. 


THE day is now begun, on which I. 
hope to begin a new courſe. - 


| My 
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My hopes are from. this time, 


To riſe early. 
To waſte leſs time. 5 
To appropriate ſomething to charity. 


EASTER: 


Al mighty God, mercifut Father, 
who hateft nothing that thou haſt 
made, look down with pity upon my 
ſinfulneſs and weakneſs. Strengthen, 
O Lord, my mind ; deliver me from 
needleſs terrors; enable me to cor- 
rect all inordinate deſires, to eject all 
evil thoughts, to reform all ſinful ha- 
bits, and ſo to amend my life, that 
when at the end of my days thou 
ſhalt call me hence, I may depart in 
peace, and be received into everlaſt- 
ing happineſs, for the, fake of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
| 9 in 
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9.in the morning. 


Gery be to Thee, © Lord God, 
for the deliverance which Thou haſt 
granted me from diſeaſes of mind and 
body. Grant, O gracious God, that 
I may employ the powers which thou 
vouchfafeſt me to thy glory, and the 
ſalvation of my ſoul, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


April 26, 1992. 


T WAS ſome way hindered from con- 
tinuing this contemplation in the 

_ uſual manner, and therefore try, 
at the diſtance of a week, to re- 
view the laſt Sunday. 


F 5 I went 
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I went to church early, having firſt, 
I think, uſed my prayer. When 1 
was there, I had very little pertur- 

| bation of mind. During the uſuaj 
time of meditation, I conſidered 

the Chriſtian duties under the 
three principles of ſoberneſs, righ- 
teouſneſs, and godlineſs; and pur- 
poſed to forward godlineſs by the 
annnal peruſal of the Bible; righte- 
ouſneſs by ſettling ſomething for 
charity, and ſoberneſs by early 
hours. I commended as uſual, with 
preface of permiſſion, and, I think, 
mentioned Bathurſt. I came home, 
and found Paoli and Boſwell wait- 
ing for me. What devotions I 

_ uſed after my return home, I do 
not diſtinctly remember. I went 
to prayers in the evening; and, I 
think, entered late. 


I have this week endeavoured every 
day but one, to riſe early, and 
; have 


have tried to be diligent ; but have 
not performed what I required 
from myſelf. 


On Good Friday, I payed Peyton 
without requiring work. 


Since Eaſter 1771, I have added a 
Collect to my evening devotion. 


have been leſs indulgent to corpo- 
real inactivity. But I have done 
little with my mind. 


It is a comfort to me, that at laſt, in 
my ſixty-third year, J have attain- 
ed to know, even thus haſtily, 

confuſedly, and imperfeAty, what 
my Bible contains. 


May the good God encreaſe and 
ſanctify my knowledge. 


I have never yet read the Apocrypha. 

When I was a boy, I have read or 
heard Bel and the Dragon, Suſan- 
na 
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2 na, ſome of Tobit, perhaps all; 
fome at leaſt of Judith, and me 
of Eccleſiaſticus; and, I ſuppoſe, 

the Benedicite. I have ſome time 
looked into the Maccabees, and 
read a chapter containing the 


queſtion, Which is the frrongeft *92 
J think in Eſdras. 


in the afternoon of Eaſter Day, I 
read Pococke's Commentary. 


I have this laſt week ſcarcely tried to 
read, nor have I read any thing 
this day. | 


I have had my mind weak, and diſ- 
turbed for ſome weeks paſt. 


Having miſſed church in the morn- 
ing, 1 went this evening, and af- 
terwards ſat with Southwell. 


*I Eſdras, chap. iii. ver. 10, &c.] 


Having 
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Having not uſed the prayer, except 
on the day*vf communion, I will 
offer it this night, and hope to find 
mercy. On this day little has been 
done, and this is now the laſt hour. 
In life little has been done, and 
life is very far advanced. Lord 
have mercy upon me. 


1773. 


Jan. 1, mane 1b. 33”. 


n God, by whoſe mercy my 
life has been yet prolonged to ano- 
ther year, grant that thy mercy may 
not be vain. Let not my years be 
multiplied to inereaſe my guilt; hut 
as age advances, let me become more 
pure ii my thoughts, more regular 
Ferre | in 
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in my deſires, and more obedient-to 
thy laws. Let not thy bares of the 
world difirat me, nor the evils of 
age overwhelm me. But continue 
and encreaſe thy loving kindneſs to- 
wards me; and when thou ſhalt call 
me hence, receive me to everlaſting 
happineſs, for the fake of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


GOOD FRIDAY. 


April 9. 
- ON this day 1 went twice to church, 
and Boſwell was with me. I had 
forborn to attend divine ſervice 
for ſome time in the winter, having 
a cough which would have inter- 
oo "NR both my own atte tion and 


that of others; ; and when the 
DT 
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cough grew leſs troubleſome, I 
did not regain the habit of going 
to church, though I did not whol- 
ly omit it. I found the ſervice not 
burdenſome nor tedious, though I 
could not hear the leſſons, I hope 
in time to take pleaſure in public 
worſhip. N 


On this whole day I took nothing of 
_ nouriſhment but one eup of tea 
without milk ; but the faſt was 
very inconvenient. Towards night 
I grew fretful and impatient, una- 
ble to fix my mind or govern, my 
thoughts; and felt a very uneaſy 
ſenſation both in my ſtomach and 
head, compounded, as it ſeemed, 
of Fa pains. 2 en 


From this uncaſineſs of f which when 
I was not aſleep I was ſenſible all 
night, I was relieved in the morn- 

a ing 
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ing by drinking tea, and N 
the ſoſt part of a penny loaf. 


| This I have ſet down for future ob- 


ſervation. _ 


Saturday, April 10, Tdined on = 


and found myſelf filled d ſatis- 
fied. 


Saturday to. Having offered my pray- 


ers to God, 1 will not review the 
laſt year. 


Of the ſpring and former, I re- 
member that I was able in thoſe 
feaſons to examine and improve 


my Dictionary, and was ſeldom 


withheld from the work but by 


my own unwillingneſs. Of my 
nights I have no diſtin remem- 


J brance, but believe that, as in 


many foregoing years, they were 


| | and reſtleſs. 


o God, 
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O'God, grant that I may not miſpend 

.or loſe the time which: Thou ſhalt 

yet allow me. For Jeſus Chriſt's 
ſake, have mercy upon me. 


My purpoſe is to attain, in the re- 
maining part of the year, as much 3 
knowledge as can eaſily be had of 1 
the Goſpels and Pentateuch. Con- i1 
cerning the Hebrew I am in doubt. if 
Thopelikewife toenlarge my know. 
ledge of divinity, by reading, at 
leaſt once a week, ſome fermon, 
or ſmall theological tract, or ſome 

portion of a * work. 


Tochis important nee ſtudy, 
my purpoſe is to appropriate (li- 
bere) part of every Sunday, holi- 
day, Wedneſday, and Friday, and 
to begin with the Gaſpels. Per- 

haps I may not be able to ſtudy 
the Pentateuch before next year. 
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My general reſolution, ' to which! 
humbly implore the help of God: 
is to methodiſe my liſe, to reſiſt 
ſloth. I hope from this time to 
keep a journal. 


N. B. On Friday I read the firſt of 
Mark, and Clarke's Sermon on 
Faith. 


On Saturday I read little, but wrote 
the foregoing account, and the 
following Prayer. 


April 10, near midnight. 

; ALmighty God, by whoſe mercy I 
am now about to commemorate the 
death of my Redeemer, grant that 
from this time I may ſo live, as that 
his death may be efficacious to my 


- eternal happineſs ; enable me to con- 


quer all evil cuſtoms ; deliver me from 
evil and vexatious thoughts ; grant 
me 
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me light to diſcover my duty, and 

grace to perform it. As my life ad- 
vances, let me become more pure, 
and more holy. Take not from me 
thy Holy Spirit, but grant that I 
may ſerve Thee with diligence and 
confidence; and when Thou ſhalt 
call me henee, receive me to ever- 
laſting happineſs, for the fake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


EASTER SUNDAY, 


April 11, 1773. 


I HAD more diſturbance i in the night 
than has been cuſtomary for ſome 
weeks paſt. I roſe before nine in 
the morning, and prayed and 

' drank tea. I came, I think, to 


church in the beginning of the 


prayers. I did not diſtinctly hear 
the 
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the Pfalms, and found that I had 
been reading the Pſalms for Good 
Friday. I went through the Lita- 
ny, after a ſhort diſturbance, with 
tolerable attention. 


After ſermon, I peruſed my prayer 
in the pew, then went nearer the 


altar, and being introduced into 


another pew, uſed my prayer 
again, and recommended my re- 
lations, with Bathurſt and Booth- 
by, then my wife again by her- 
ſelf. Then I went nearer the altar, 
and read the collects choſen for 
meditation. I prayed for Saliſ- 
bury, and, T think, the Thrales. 
L then. communicated with ealm- 
neſs, uſed the collect fox Eaſter 
Day, and. returning to the. firſt 
bew, prayed my prayer the third 
time, I came home; again uſed 
my Prayer and the Eaſter Collect. 
Then went into the ſludy to Boſ- 
well, 


\ 
1 
1 
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well, and read the Greek Teſta- 
ment. Then dined, and when 
Boſwell went away, ended the 
four firſt chapters of St. Matthew, 
and the Beatitudes of the fifth. 


I then went to Evening Prayers, and 
was compoſed. 


I gave the pew-keepers each five ſhil- 
lings and three-pence. 


April 12. near one in the morning. 
I uſed my prayer, with my ordina- 
ry devotions, and hope to lead 
Henceforward a better life. 


Friday, June 18, 1773. 

THIS day after dinner, died Mrs, 
Saliſbury, ſhe had for ſome days 
almoſt loſt the power of ſpeaking. 
Yeſterday, as I touched her hand, 
and kiſſed it, ſhe preſſed my hand 
between her two hands, which ſhe 
probably intended as the parting 

| careſs. 
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careſs. At night her ſpeech return- 
ed a little; and ſhe ſaid, among 
other things, to her daughter, I 
have had much time, and I hope! 
have uſed it. This morning being 
called about nine to feel her pulſe, 
I faid at parting, God bleſs you, 
for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. She ſmiled, 
as pleaſed. She had her ſenſes 


perhaps to the dying moment. 


ts July 22, —73. 
THIS day I found this * book, with 
the reſolutions; ſome of which! 
had forgotten, but remembered my 
deſign of reading the Pentateuch 
and Goſpels, though I have not 
purſued it. 


Of the time paſt ſince theſe reſoluti- 
ons were made, I can give no very 


A Book, in which this, and the preceding Me- 


ditations on Good F * and Eaſter Sunday are 
written. 


laudable 
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laudable account. Between Eaſ- 
ter and Whitſuntide, having al- 
ways conſidered that time as pro- 
pitious to ſtudy, I attempted to 
learn the Low Dutch language; 
my application was very flight, 
and my memory very fallacious, 
though whether more than in my 
earlier years, I am not very certain. 
My progreſs was interrupted by a 
fever, which, by the imprudent uſe 
of a ſmall print, left an inflam- 
mation in my uſeful eye, which 
was not removed but by two copi- 
ous bleedings, and the daily uſe 
of catharticks for a long time. 
The effect yet remains. 


My memory has been for a long time 
very mueh confuſed. Names, and 
perſons, and events, flide away 
ſtrangely from me. But I grow 
caſier. | 


The 
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The other day, looking over old pa- 
pers, I perceived a reſolution to 
riſe early always occurring. Ithink 
I was afhamed, or grieved, to find 
how long and how often I had re- 
ſolved, what yet, except for about 
one half year, I have never done. 
My nights are now ſuch as give me 
no quiet reſt; whether I have not 
ved reſolving till the pofũbility of 
performing is paſt, 1 know not. 
God help me, I will yet try. 


120 
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Taliſker, in Skie. 
Sept. 24, 1773. 
ON laſt Saturday was my ſixty-fourth 
birth-day. I might, perhaps have 
forgotten it, had not Boſwell told 
me of it; and, what pleaſed me 
lleſs, told the family at Dunvegan. 
| | The 
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The laſt year is added to thoſe of 
which little uſe has been made. I 
tried in the ſummer to learn Dutch, 

and was interrupted by an inflam- 
ation in my eye. 1 ſet out in 
Auguſt on this journey to Skie, I 
find my memory uncertain, but 
hope it is only by a life immetho- 
dical and ſcattered. Of my body, 
I do not perceive that exerciſe, or 
change of air, has yet either en- 
creaſed the ſtrength or activity. 
My nights are ſtill diſturbed by fla- 


tulencies. 


My hope is, (for reſolution I dare no 
longer call it,) to divide my time 
regularly, and to keep ſuch a jour- 
nal of my time, as may give me 
comfort in reviewing it. But when 
J conſider my age, and the broken 

ſtate of my body, I have great 
reaſon to fear leſt death ſhould lay 
hold upon me, while I am yet only 
G deſigning 
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deſigning to live. But I have yet 
hope. | 


ALmighty God, moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, look down upon me with pity. 
Thou haſt protected me in childhood 
and youth, ſupport me, Lord, in my 
declining years. Preſerve me from 
the dangers of ſinful preſumption. 
Give me, if it be beſt for me, ſtabi- 
lity of purpoſes, and tranquillity of 
mind. Let the year which I have 
now begun be ſpent to thy glory, 
and to the furtherance of my ſalva- 
tion. Take not from me thy Holy 
Spirit, but as death approaches, pre- 
pare me to appear joyfully in thy pre- 
ſence, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. 


1774: 
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1774. 


January 1, near 2 in the morning. 


ALmighty God, merciful Father, 
who hateſt nothing that thou haſt 
made, but wouldeſt that all ſhould 
be ſaved, have mercy upon me. As 
thou haſt extended my life, encreaſe 
my ſtrength, direct my purpoſes, and 
confirm my reſolution, that I may 
truly ſerve thee, and perform the du- 
ties which thou ſhalt allot me. 
Relieve, O gracious Lord, accord- 
ing to thy mercy, the pains and diſ- 
tempers of my body, and appeaſe the 
tumults of my mind. Let my faith 
and obedience encreaſe as my life ad- 
vances; and let the approach of 
death incite my deſire to pleaſe Thee, 
and invigorate my diligence in good 
works, till at laſt, when Thou ſhalt 
call me to another ſtate, I ſhall lie 
oa down 


—— 
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down.in humble hope, ſupported by 
thy Holy Spirit, and be received to 
everlaſting happineſs, through Jeſus 


— Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


The beginning, &c. 

hope, 
To hd the Goſpels before Eaſter. 
To riſe at eight. 
To be temperate in food. 


THIS year has paſt with ſo little im- 
provement, that T doubt whether 
I have not rather impaired than in- 
creaſed my learning. To this omiſ- 
ſion, ſome external cauſes have 
contribuked. In the winter I was 
diſtreſſed by a cough; in the ſum- 


mer an infamation fell upon my 


| uſeful 
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uſeful eye, from which it has not 

yet, I fear, recovered; in the au- 

tumn I took a journey to the He- 

brides, but my mind was not free 

from perturbation ; yet the chief 
cauſe of my deficiency has been a 
life immethodical and unſettled, 

which breaks all purpoſes, con- 
founds and ſuppreſſes memory, and 
perhaps leaves too much leiſure to 
imagination. O Lord, have mercy 
upon me, 


Saba wilt £4 ©” Lo CY as I 


J 
2 0 
* 
= 
g 


January 9, 1774. 
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1775. 


Maundy Thurſdes, April 15. 


| OF the uſe of time, or of my com- 
mendation of myſelf, I thought no 
| more; 
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more; but loſt life in reſtleſs nights 
and broken days, till this week 
awakened my attention. 


Ihis year has paſſed with very little 


improvement, perhaps with dimi- 
nution of knowledge. Much time 
I have not left; infirmities oppreſs 
me. But much remains to be 
done. I hope to riſe at eight, or 
ſooner in the morning. 


Good Friday, April 14, 1775. 


BOSWEL came in before I was up. 
We breakfaſted ; I only drank tea, 


without milk or bread. We went 
to church, ſaw Dr. Werherel in the 
pew, and, by his deſire took him 
home with us. He did not go 

>." oP 
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very ſoon, and Boſwel ſtaid. Boſ- 
wel and I went to church, but 
came very late. We then took 
tea, by Boſwel's deſire; and I eat 
one bun, I think, that I might not 
ſeem to faſt oſtentatiouſly. Boſ- 
wel ſat with me till night ; we had 
ſome ſerious talk. When he weat, 
I gave Francis ſome directions for 
preparation to communicate. Thus 
has paſſed, hitherto, this awful day. 
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WHEN I look back upon reſolu- 


tions of improvement and amend- 
ment, which have year after year 
been made and broken, either by 
negligence, forgctfulneſs, vicious 


idleneſs, caſual inrerruption, or 


morbid infirmity ; when I find that 
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ſo much of my life has ſtolen un- 
profitably away, and that I can 
deſcry by retroſpection ſcarcely a 
few ſingle days properly and vi- 
gorouſly employed; why do I yet 
try to reſolve again? I try, becauſe 
"reformation is neceſſary, and deſ- 


pair is criminal. I try in humble 
hope of the help of God. 


As my life has, from my earlieſt years, 
been waſted in a morning bed, my 
purpoſe is from Eaſter day to riſe 
early, not later than eight. 


119, 16%. P. M. D. j. 
Eaſter Eve, April 15, 1775. 
I ROSE more early than is common, 
after a night diſturbed by flatulen- 
cies, 
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cies, though I had taken ſo little. 
I prayed, but my mind was un- 
ſettled, and I did not fix upon the 
book. After the bread and tea 
I trifled, and about three ordered 
coftee and buns for my dinner. 
I find more faintneſs and uneaſi- 
neſs in faſting than I did formerly. 


While coffee was preparing, Colliei 
came in, a man whom 1 had not 
ſeen for more than twenty years, 
but whom I conſulted about 
Macky's books. We talked of old 
friends and paſt occurrences, and 
eat and drank together. 


I then read a little in the Teſtament, 
and tried Fidde's Body of Divinity, 
but did not ſettle. 


I then went to Evening Prayer, 
and was tolerably compoſed. At 
my return I ſat a while, then re- 
tired but found reading uneaſy. 


G 5 118 
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11.P. M. 


Theſe two days in which I faſted, I 
have not been deep, though | 
reſted ill. 


EASTER DAY. 


April 16, 1775. 
ALmighty God, heavenly Father, 
whoſe mercy is over all thy works, 
look with pity on my miſeries and 
ſins. Suffer me to commemorate, in 
thy preſence, my redemption by thy 
fon Jeſus Chriſt. Enable me ſo to 
repent of my miſpent time that 1 
may paſs the reſidue of my life in thy 


; fear, and to thy glory. Relieve, O 


Lord, as ſeemeſt beſt unto Thee, the 
infirmities of my body, and the per- 
turbation 


turbation of my mind. Fill my 
thoughts with awful love of thy good- 
neſs, with juſt fear of thine anger, 
and with humble confidence in thy 
mercy. Let me ſtudy thy laws, and 
labour in the duties which thou ſhalt 
ſet before me. Take not from me 
thy Holy Spirit, but incite in me ſuch 
good deſires, as may produce di- 
ligent endeavours after thy glory 
and my own ſalvation; and when 
after hopes and fears, and joys and 
ſorrows, thou ſhalt call me hence, re- 
ceive me to eternal happineſs, for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Collier is dead. April 7, 1776. 


* . 


* | 
Tranſcribed from a former book, 
with a lig ht emendation or two. 
With that uk J parted, e 


unneceſſarily, by a catch. 
"\ Sept. 18, 
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Sept. 18, 1775. 
O God by. whom all things were 


created and are ſuſtained, who giveſt 
and takeſt away, in whoſe hands are 
life and death, accept my imperfect 
thanks for the length of days which 
thou haſt vouchſafed to grant me; 
impreſs upon my mind ſuch repent- 
ance of the time miſpent in ſinful- 
neſs and negligence, that I may ob- 
tain forgiveneſs of all my offences ; 
and fo.calm my mind, and ſtrength- 
en my reſolutions, that I may live 
the remaining part of my life in thy 
fear, and with thy favour. Take 
not thy Holy Spirit from me; but 
let me ſo love thy laws, and ſo obey 
them, that I may finally be received 


to eternal happineſs, thront Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. y 


_ Compoſed at Calais, in a ſleepleſs 
night, and uſed bt chore the Morn 


7 | at 
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at Notre Dame. Written at St. 
Omers. N 


— 


1776. 


— 
Jan. 1. 


ALmighty God, merciful Father, 
who haſt permitted me to ſee the 
beginning of another year, grant that 
the time which thou ſhalt yet afford 
me, may be ſpent to thy glory, and 
the ſalvation of my own ſoul. — 
Strengthen all good reſolutions, and 
take not from me thy Holy Spirit, 


but have mercy upon me, and ſhed 


thy blefling both on my ſoul and bo- 
dy, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord. Amen. 
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EASTER DAY. 


THE time is again at which, ſince 
the death of my poor dear Tetty, 
(on whom God have mercy, ) I have 
annually commemorated the myſ- 
tery of Redemption, and annually 
purpoſed to amend my life. My 
reigning ſin, to which perhaps 
many others are appendant, is 
waſte of time, and general ſlug- 
giſhneſs, to which I was inclined, 
and in part of my life, have been 
almoſt compelled by my morbid me- 
lancholy and diſturbance of mind. 

Melancholy has had in me its pa- 

roxiſms and remiſſions, but I have 
not improved the intervals, nor 
ſufficiently reſiſted my natural in- 
clination, or ſickly habits. I will 
reſolve, henceforth to riſe at eight 
in the morning, ſo far as my reſo- 

; D lution 
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/ lution is proper, and will pray that 
God will ſtrengthen me. I have 
begun this morning. 


Though for the paſt week I have had 
an anxious deſign of communi- 
cating to day, performed no par- 
ticular act of devotion, till on Fri- 
day I went to church. My deſign 
was to paſs part of the day in ex- 
erciſes of piety, but Mr. Boſwel 
interrupted me ; of him, however, 
I could have rid myſelf, but poor 
Thrale, orbus et exſpes, came for 
comfort, and ſat till ſeven, when 
we all went to church. 


In the morning I had at church ſome 
radiations of comfort. 


I faſted, though leſs rigorouſly than 


at other times. I, by negligence, 


poured milk into the.tea, and in 


the afternoon, drank one diſh of 
coftee 
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coffee with Thrale; yet at night, 
after a fit of drowſineſs, I felt my- 
ſelf very much diſordered by emp- 
tineſs, and called for tea, with 
peeviſh and impatient eagerneſs. 
My diſtreſs v was very great. 


Yclterday, I do not recollect that to 
go to church came into my 
thoughts ; but I ſat in my cham- 
ber preparing ſor preparation ; in- 

terrupted, I know not how. I was 
near two hours at dinner. 


I go now with hope, 

To riſe in the morning at eight. 

To uſe my. remaining time with dili- 
gence. 


To ſtudy more 5 the Chriſ- 
tian Religion. 


AL mighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, wow haſt preſerved me, by thy 
tender 
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tender forbearance, once more to, 
commemorate thylove in the redemp- 
tion of the world; grant that I may 
ſo hve the reſidue of my days, as to 
obtain thy mercy when thou ſhalt 
call me from the preſent ſtate, Illu- 
minate my thoughts with knowledge, 
and inflame my heart with holy de- 
fires. Grant me to reſolve well, and 
keep my reſolations; take'not from 
me thy Holy Spirit, but in life and 
in death have mercy on me, for Je- 


ſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


Acts of Forgiveneſs, 


P. M. In the pew I read my Pray- 
er, and commended my ſriends, 
and thoſe that died this'year. At 
the altar I was generally attentive; 

ſome 
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ſome thoughts of vanity came into 


my mind while others were com- 


municating ; but I found, when 1 
conſidered them, that they did not 
tend to irreverance of God. At 
the altar I renewed my reſolutions, 
When TI received, ſome tender 
images ſtruck me. I was ſo mol- 
lified by the concluding addreſs to 
our Saviour, that I could not utter 
it. The communicants were moſt- 
ly women. At intervals I read 
collects, and recollected, as I could, 
my Prayer. Since my return, I 


have ſaid it. 2 P. M. 


May 21, 1776. 
Theſe reſolutions I have not prac- 
tiſed nor recollected. O God, 


Grant me to begin now, for Jeſus 
Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


July 


July 25, 1776. 
O God, who haſt ordained that 
whatever is to be defired, ſhould be 
ſonght by labour, and who, by thy 
bleſſing, bringeſt honeſt labour to 
good effect; look with mercy upon 
my ſtudies and endeavours. Grant 
me, O Lord, to deſign only what is 
lawful and right; and afford me 
calmneſs of mind, and ſteadineſs of 
purpoſe, that I may ſo do thy will in 
this ſhort life, as to obtain happineſs 


in the world to come, for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


When I purpoſed to apply vigorouſly 
to ſtudy, particularly of the Greek 
and Italian tongues, 


> —— 


1777. 
January 1, 2 P. M. 
AL mighty Lord, merciful Father, 


vouchſafe to accept the thanks which 
I now 
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I now preſume to offer Thee, for the 
prolongation of my life. Grant, 0 


Lord, that as my days are multiplied, Þ 


my good reſolutions may be ſtrength- 
ened, my power of reſiſting temp- 
tations enereaſed, and my ſtruggles 
with ſnares. and obſtructions invigo- 
rated. Relieve the infirmities both 
of my mind and body. Grant me 
ſuch ſtrength as my duties may re- 
quire, and ſuch diligence as may im- 
prove thoſe opportunities of good 
that ſhall be offered me. Deliver me 
from the intruſion of evil thoughts. 
Grant me true repentance of my paſt 
life; and as I draw nearer and nearer 
to the grave, ſtrengthen my faith, 
enliven my hope, extend my charity, 
and purify my deſires; and ſo help 
me, by thy Holy Spirit, that when it 
ſhall be thy pleaſure to call me hence, 
I may be received to everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, ſor the ſake of thy ſon Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


Our Father— 
March 
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) March 28. 


, THIS day is Good Friday. It is like- 
wiſe the day on which my poor 
Tetty was taken from me. 


My thoughts were diſturbed 1n bed. 
| I remembered that it was my wite's 
dying day, and begged pardon for 
all our ſins, and commended her; 
but reſolved to mix little of my 
own ſorrows or cares with the 
great ſolemnity. Having taken 
only tea without milk, I went to 
church; had time, before ſervice, 
to commend my wife, and wiſhed 
to join quietly in the ſervice, but 
did not hear well, and my mind 
grew unſettled and perplexed. 
Having refted ill in the night, I 
ſlumbered at the ſermon, which, I 


think, I could not, as I ſat, per- 
fectly hear. 
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I returned home, but could not ſettle 

my mind. At laſt I read a chap- 
ter. Then went down, about ſix 
or ſeven, and eat two croſs-buns, 
and drank tea. Faſting for ſome 


time has been uneaſy, and I have 
taken but little. 


At night I had ſome eaſe. L. D. 
had prayed for pardon and peace. 


I ſlept in the afternoon. 


29, Eaſter Eve. 


I ROSE, and again prayed, with re- 


ference to my departed wife. | 
neither read nor went to church, 
yet can ſcarcely tell how I have 
been hindered. I treated with 
bookſellers on a bargain, but thc 
time was not long. 


20, Eaſter 
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30, Eaſter Day, 1 ma meme. 


THE day is now come again, in 
which, by a cuſtom which ſince 
the death of my wife I have by the 
divine aſſiſtance always obſerved, 
Iamto renew the great covenant 
with my Maker and my Judge. I 
humbly hope to perform it better. 
I hope for more efficacy of reſolu- 
tion, and more diligenc . of en- 
dea vour. When I ſurvey my paſt 
life, I diſcover nothing but a bar- 
ren waſte of time, with ſome diſ- 
orders of body, and diſturbances 
of the mind very near to madneſs, 
which I hope He that made me, 


willſufferto extenuate many faults, 


and excuſe many deficiencies. Yet 
much remains to be repented and 
reformed. I hope that I refer more 
to God than in former times, and 
conſider more what ſubmiſſion is 

due 
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due to his diſpenſations. But ! 
have very little reformed my prac- 

tical life; and the time in which I 
can ſtruggle with habits cannot be 

now expected to be long. Grant, 
O God, that I may no longer re- 
ſolve in vain, or dream away the 

life which thy indulgence gives me, 
in vacancy and uſeleſsneſs. 


gna mane. 


I WENT to bed about two, had a 
diſturbed night, though not ſo 
diſtreſsful as at ſome other times. 


Almighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, who ſeeſt all our miſeries, and 
knoweſt all our neceſſities, look down 
upon me, and pity me: Defend me 
from the violent incurſions of evil 
thoughts 
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thoughts, and enable me to form and 

keep ſuch reſolutions as may conduce 
to the diſcharge of the duties which 

thy providence ſhall appoint me ; 

and ſo help me, by thy Holy Spirit, 

that my heart may ſurely there be 

fixed where true joys are to be found, 

and that I may ſerve Thee with pure 
affection and a cheerful mind. Have 
mercy upon me, O God, have mercy 
upon me; years and infirmities op- 
preſs me, terror and anxiety beſet 
me. Have mercy upon me, my 
Creator and my Judge. In all dan- 
gers protect me, in all perplexities 
relieve and free me, and ſo help me 
by thy Holy Spirit, that I may now 
ſo commemorate the death of thy Son 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, as that when 
. this ſhort and painful life ſhall have 
an end, I may, for his ſake, be receĩv- 
ed to everlaſting happineſs. Amen. 


© April 6, 
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April 6, 1777. 


BY one ſtrange hindrance or another, 
I have been withheld from the 
continuation of my thoughts to 
this day, the Sunday following 
Eaſter day. | 


On Eaſter day I was at church early, 
and there prayed over my prayer, 
| and commended Tetty and my 
other friends. I was for ſome time 
much diſtreſſed, but at laſt ob- 
tained, I hope from the God of 
Peace, more quiet than I have en- 
| | Joyed for a long time. I had made 
| no reſolation, but as my heart grew 
lighter, my hopes revived, and my 
courage increaſed; and I wrote 
with my pencil in my Common 
Prayer Book, 


Vita 
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Vita ordinanda. 

Biblia legenda. 
Theologiæ opera danda. 
Serviendum et lætandum. 


I then went to the altar, having, 1 
believe, again read my Prayer. I 
then went to the table and com- 
municated, praying for ſome time 
afterwards, but the particular mat- 
ter of my prayer I do not remem- 
ber. 


I dined, by an appointment, with 
Mrs. Gardiner, and paſſed the af- 
ternoon with fuch calm gladneſs 
of mind as it is very long ſince I 
felt before. I came home, and 
began to read the Bible. I paſſed 
the night in ſuch ſweet uninter- 
rupted ſleep, as I have not known 
ſince I ſlept at Fort Auguſtus. 


H 2 
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On Monday I dined with Sheward, 
on Tueſday with Paradiſe. The 
mornings. have been devoured by 
company, and one intruſion has, 


through the whole week. ſucceed- 
ed to another. 


At the beginning of the year pro- 
poſed to myſelf a ſcheme of life, 
and a plan of ſtudy; but neither 

life has been reQified, nor ſtudy 

followed. Days and months paſs 
in a dream; and I am afraid that 
my memory grows leſs tenacious, 
and my obſervation leſs attentive. 

If I am decaying, it is time to make 

haſte. My nights are reſtleſs and 

tedious, and my days drowſy. 

The flatulence which torments me, 

has ſometimes ſo obſtructed my 

breath, that the act of reſpiration 
became not only voluntary but la- 
borious 
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borious in a decumbent poſture. 
By copious bleeding I was relieved, 
but not cured. 


I have this year omitted church on 
moſt Sundays, intending to ſupply 
the deficience in the week. So 
that I owe twelve attendances on 
worſhip. I will make no more 
ſuch ſuperſtitions ſtipulations, 
which entangle the mind with un- 
bidden obligations. 


My purpoſe once more, O Thou 
merciful'Creator that governeſt all 
our hearts and actions, Corrs dn 
K., let not my purpoſe be vain. 
My purpoſe once more is, 


To riſe at eight. 


To keep a journal. 


To 
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To read the whole Bible, in ſome 
language, before Eaſter. 


To gather the arguments of Chriſ- 
tianity. 


To worſhip God more 3 in 
public. 


Aſhbourn, Sept. 18, 177. 


| A Linighty and moſt mereiful Fa- 
ther, who haſt brought me to the be- 
ginning of another year, grant me 
ſo to remember thy gifts, and ſo to 
acknowledge thy goodneſs, as that 
every year and day which Thou ſhalt 
yet grant me, may be employed in 
the amendment of my life, and in 

the 
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the diligent diſcharge of ſuch duties 
as thy providence ſhall allot me. 
Grant me, by thy grace, to know 
and todo what Thou requireſt. Give 
me good deſires, and remove thoſe 
impediments which may hinder them 
from effect. Forgive me my ſins, 
negligences, and 1gnorances ; and 
when at laſt Thou ſhalt call me to 
another life, receive me to everlaſting 
happineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


——— — — —— — —⸗ 


1778. 
GOOD FRIDAY, 
April 17. 


IT has happened this week, as it ne- 
ver happened in Paſſion Week 
before, that I have never dined at 
home, and I have therefore neither 

practiſed 
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pradiſed abſtinence nor peculiar 
devotion. 


This morning before I went to bed I 
enlarged my.qnrayers, by adding 
ſome collects N reference to the 
day. Ireſted moderately and roſe 
about nine, which is more early 
than is uſual. I think I added 
ſomething to my morning prayers. 
Boſwel came in to go to church ; 
we had tea, but I did not eat. Talk 
loſt our time, and we came to 
church late, at the Second Leſſon. 
My mind has been for ſome time 
feeble and impreſſible, and ſome 
trouble it gave me in the morn- 
ing; but I went with ſome confi- 
dence and calmneſs through the. 
prayers. 
* 

In my return from church JI was ac- 
coſted _ Edwards, an old fellow 


collegian, 
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collegian, who had not ſeen me 
ſince 1729. He knew me, and aſk- 
ed if Iremembered one Edwards ; 
I did not at firſt recolle& the name, 
but gradually, as we walked along 
recovered it, and told him a con- 
verſation that had paſſed at an ale- 
houſe between us. My purpoſe is 
to continue our acquaintance. 


We fat till the time of worſhip in 

the afternoon, and then came again 
late at the Pſalms. Not eaſily, I 
think, hearing the ſermon, or not 
being attentive, I fell aſleep. When 
we came home we had tea, and I 
eat two buns, being ſomewhat 
uneaſy with faſting, and not being 
alone. If I had not been obſerv- 
ed I ſhould probably have faſted. 
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EASTER DAY. 
April 19, after 12 at night. 
O LORD have mercy upon me. 


Yeſterday (18) J roſe late, having 
not ſlept ill. Having promiſed a 
dedication, I thought it neceſſary 
to write; but for ſome time nei- 
ther wrote nor read. Langton 
came in and talked, after dinner I 
wrote. At tea Boſwel came in. 
He ſtaid till near twelve. 


I purpoſed to have gone in the even- 
ing to church, but miſſed the hour. 


Edwards obſerved how many we have 
_ _ outlived. I hope, yet hope, that 
my future life ſhall be better than 
my paſt, 


From the year 1752, the year in 
which my poor dear Tetty died, 
upon 
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upon whoſe ſoul may God have 
mercy for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, 

| Thave received the ſacrament every 
year at Eaſter. My purpoſe is to 
receive it now. O Lord God, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, make it 
effectual to my ſalvation. 


My purpoſes are, 


To ſtudy divinity, particularly the 
Evidences of Chriſtianity 


To read the New Teſtament over in 
the year, with more uſe than hi- 
therto of commentators. 

To be diligent in my undertakings. 

To ſerve and truſt God, and be chear- 

ful. 


ALmigh:y and moſt merciful Father, 


ſuffer me once more to commeimos 


rate 


| 
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rate the death of thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt, 


my Saviour and Redeemer, and make 
the memorial of his death profitable 
to my ſalvation, by ſtrengthening-my 
faith in his merits, and quickening 
my obedience to his laws. Remove 
from me, O God, all inordinate de- 
ſires, all corrupt paſſions, and all 
vain terrors, and fill me with zeal 
for thy glory, and with confidence 
in thy mercy. Make me to love all 
men, and enable me to uſe thy gifts, 
whatever thou ſhalt beſtow, to the 
benefit of my fellow-creatures. So 
| lighten the weight of years, and ſo 
mitigate the afflictions of diſeaſe, 
that I may continue fit for thy ſer- 
vice, and uſeful in my ſtation. And 
ſo let me paſs through this life, by 
the guidance of thy Holy Spirit, that 
at laſt I may enter into eternal 
joy, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


HAVING 
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HAVING gone to bed about two, I 
roſe about nine, and, having 
prayed, went to church. I came 
early, and uſed this prayer. After 
ſermon I again uſed my prayer ; 
the Collect for the day I repeated 
ſeveral times, at leaſt the petitions. 
I recommended my friends. At 
the altar I prayed earneſtly, and 
when I came home, prayed for 
pardon and peace; repeated my 
own prayer, and added the peti- 
tions of the Collect. 


O God have mercy upon me, for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt, Amen. 


At my return home, I returned thanks 


for the opportunity of communion. 


I was called down to Mrs. Nollikens. 
Boſwel came in; then dinner. Af- 
ter dinner, 


Theſſ. 5 


which I believe was 
late, I read the firſt Epiſtle to 
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The; then went to Evening 
Prayers; then came to tea, and 
afterwards tried Voſſiys de Baptiſ- 
mo. I was ſleepy. 


Monday April 20, 1798. 


AFTER a good night, as I am forced 
to reckon, I roſe ſeaſonably, and 
_ prayed; uſing the Collect for yeſ- 


terday. 
In reviewing my time from Eaſter 
1777, I found a very melancholy 
and ſhameful blank. So little has 
been done, that days and months 
are without any trace. My health 
has, indeed been very much inter- 
rapted. My nights have been 
commonly, not only reſtleſs, but 
_ fatiguing. My reſpiration was once 
ſo diffieukt, that an aſthma was 


bg en { could not walk, but 
r * A y with 
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with great difficulty, from Snow- 
hill to Greenhill. Some relaxation 
of my breaſt has been procured, I 
think, by opium, which, though 
it never gives me ſleep, frees my 
breaſt from ſpaſms. _ 


I have written a little of the Lives of 
the Poets, I think with all my 
uſual vigour. I have made ſer- 
mons, perhaps as readily as former- 
ly. My memory is leſs faithful in 
retaining names, and, I am afraid, 
in retaining occurrences. Of this 
vacillation and vagrancy of mind, 
I impute a great part to a fortuitous 
and unſettled life, and therefore 
purpoſe to ſpend my time with 
more method. | 


This year, the 28th of March paſſed 
away without memorial. Poor 
Tetty, whatever were our faults 

55 Re and 
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and failings, we loved each other. 
I did not forget thee yeſterday. 
Couldeſt thou have lived 


I am now, with the help of God, to 
begin a new life. 


1779. 
Jan. 1, before 1 in the morning. 


Almighty God, merciful Father, 
who haſt granted to me the begin- 
ning of another year, grant that! 
may employ thy gifts to thy glory, 
and my own. ſalvation. Excite me 
to amend my life; give me good 
reſolutions, and enable me to per- 


form them. As I — the grave, 
let 
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let my faith be invigorated, my hope 
exalted, and my charity enlarged. 
Take not from me thy Holy Spirit ; 
but in the courſe of my life protect 
me, in the hour of death ſuſtain me, 
and finally receive me to everlaſting 


happineſs, for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen, 


GOOD FRIDAY. 
April 2. 


AFTER a night reſtleſs and oppreſ- 
ſive, I roſe this morning ſome- 
what earlier than is uſual; and 
having taken tea, which was very 
neceſſary to compoſe the diſorder 
in my breaſt, having eaten nothing 
I went to church with Boſwel. 

: We 
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We came late; I was able to at- 


tend the Litany with little pertur- 


bation. When we came home I 
began the Firſt to the Theſſ. hav- 

ing prayed by the Collect for the 

right uſe of the Scriptures. I gave 
Boſwel Les Penſees de Paſcal, that 
he might not interrupt me. I did 
not, I believe, read very diligent- 
ly; and before I had read far, we 
went to church again ; I was again 
attentive. At home I read again, 
then drank tea with a bun and an 
half, thinking myſelf leſs able to 
faſt than at former times; and then 
concluded the Epiſtle. Being much 
4 | oppreſſed with drowſineſs, I ſlept 
. an hour Py | the fire. 


11. P. M. 


I AM now to review the laſt year, 


and find little but diſmal vacuity, 
neither buſineſs norpleaſure; much 
| intended, 


35 
2 . — 
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intended, and little done. My 
health is much broken ; my nights 
afford me little reſt. I have tried 
opium, but its help is counterba- 
lanced with great diſturbance; it 
prevents the ſpaſms, but it hinders 
| ſleep. O God have mercy on me. 


Laſt week I publiſhed the Lives of 
the Poets, written, I hope, in ſuch - 
a manner, ,as may tend to the pro- 
motion of piety. 


In this lat year I have made little ac- 
quiſition; I have ſcarcely read any 
thing. I maintain Mes. and 
her daughter. Other good of my- 
ſelf I'know not Where to find, 
Except 2 little charity. 


1 
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But I am now in my ſeventieth year ; 
what can be done, _ not to 
Þe Aae. . 

EAST ER 
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EASTER EVE, 


April 3, 1779, 11. P. M. 


THIS is the time of my annual re- 
view, and annual reſolution. The 
review is comfortleſs little done. 
Part of the Life of Dryden and 
the Life of Milton have been writ- 
ten; but my mind has neither been 
improved nor enlarged. I have 
read little, almoſt nothing. And 
I am not conſcious that I have 
gained any good, or 11 2 any 
evil habits. | 


of reſolutions I have made fo many, 
with ſo little effect, that I am al- 
moſt weary, but, by 'the help of 
God, am not yet hopeleſs. Good 
reſolutions muſt be made and kept. 
Jam almoſt ſeventy years old, and 


have no time to loſe. The diſtreſs- 
ful 
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ful reſtleſſneſs of my nights, makes 
it difficult to ſettle the courſe of 
my days. Something, however, 
let me do. 


EASTER DAY. 


April 4, 1779. 
I ROSE about half an hour after 


nine, tranſcribed the prayer writ- 
ten laſt night; and by neglecting 
to count time, ſat too long at break- 
| faſt, ſo that I came to church at 
the firſt Leſſon. I attended the 
Litany pretty well ; but in the pew 
could not hear the "communion 


ſervice, and miſled the prayer for 
the church Militant. Before 1 


went to the altar, I prayed the oc- 
caſional praycr. At the altar I 


commended 


A 
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commended my e , and again 
prayed the prayer; I then ptayed 
the collects, and again my own 
prayer by memory. I left out a 
clauſe. I then received, I hope 
with earneſtneſs; and while others 
received ſat down; but thinking 
that poſture, though uſual, im- 
proper, I roſe and ſtood. I pray” 
ed again in the pew, but with what 
prayer I have ws 


When I uſed the Senda! prayer at 
the altar, I added a pur- 


poſe, 


To avoid idleneſs. 


I gave two Shillings to the plate. 


Before I went I uſed, I think, my 
prayer, and endeavoured to calm 
my mind. "a my return ] uſed 

it 


— — — 


| 
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it again, and the collect for the | 
| 


day. Lord have mercy upon me. i 


I have for ſome nights called Francis 
to prayers, and laſt night diſcourſ- 
ed with him on the ſacrament. 


EASTER DAY. 


April 4, 1779. 
Purpoſes, 
To riſe at eight, or as ſoon as I can. 


To read the Scriptures. 
To ſtudy religion. 


Almighty God, by thy .merciful 
continuance of my life, I come once 
| more 


- 
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| more to commemorate the ſufferings 
and death of thy ſon. Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to implore that mercy which, for his 
ſake, thou ſheweſt to ſinners. For- 
give me my fins, O Lord, and enable 
me to forſake them. Eaſe, if it ſhall 
pleaſe Thee, the anxieties of my 
mind, and relieve the infirmities of 
my body. Let me not be diſturbed 
by un neceſſary terrors, and let not 
the weakneſs of age make me unable 
to amend my {7% O Lord, take not 
from me thy Holy Spirit, but receive 
my petitions, ſuccour and comfort 
me, and let me ſo paſs the remain- 
der of my days, that when Thou ſhalt 
call me hence, I may enter into eter- 


nal happineſs, through Js Chriſt 
our Lord, Amen. 


r 


Sept. 5 1779 7 P. M. I2ma. 


| AlLmightyGod, Creatorof allthings, 
in whoſe hands are life and death, 


glory 
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glory be to Thee for all thy mercies, 
and for the prolongation of my life to 
the common age of man. Pardon 
me, O Gracious God, all the offen- 
ces which in the courſe of ſeventy 
years I have committed againſt thy 
holy laws, and all negligences of 
thoſe duties which Thou haſt requir- 
ed. Look with pity upon me, take 
not from me thy Holy Spirit, but en- 
able me to paſs the days which Thou 
ſhalt yet vouchſafe to grant me, in 
thy fear, and to thy glory; and ac- 
cept O Lord, the remains of a miſ- 
pent life, that when Thou ſhalt call 


me to another ſtate, I may be receiv- 


ed to everlaſting happineſs, for the 


ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Epſom. 


My purpoſe is to communicate at 
leaſt thrice a year. 


1 Fo 
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To ſtudy the Scriptures, 
To be diligent. 


1780. 


January 1. H. 1. A. M. 


ALmighty God, my Creator and 
Preſerver, by whoſe mercy my life 
has been continued to the beginning 
of another year, grant me, with in- 
creaſe of days, increaſe of holineſs ; 
that as I live longer, I may be better 
prepared to appear before Thee, when 
Thou ſhalt call me from my preſent 
Kate. 


e me, O Lord, truly thank- 
ful for the mercy which Thou haſt 
vouchſafed to ſhew me through my 
whole life; make me thankful for 
the health which Thou haſt reſtored 


in 
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in the laſt year, and let the remains 


of my ſtrength and life be employ- 


ed to thy glory and my own ſalva- 
tion. 


Take not, O Lord, thy Holy Spi- 
rit from me; enable me to avoid or 
overcome all that may hinder my ad- 
vancement in Godlineſs; let me be 
no longer idle, no longer ſinful; but 
give me rectitude of thought and 
conſtancy of action, and bring me 
at laſt to everlaſting happineſs, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and 


Saviour. Amen. 


Sunday, June 18. 


IN the morning of this day laſt year, 
perceived the remiſſion of thoſe 
convulſions in my. breaſt, which 
had diſtreſſed me for more than 
twenty years. I returned thanks 

2 at 


at church for the mercy. granted 
me, which has now continued a 
year. 


THANKSGIVING: 


7 AFTER God, our Creator, and 
Preſerver, from whom proceedeth all 
good, enable me to receive, with 
humble acknowledgment of thy un- 
bounded benignity, and with due 
conſciouſneſs of my own unworthi- 
neſs, that recovery and continuance 
of health which Thou had granted 
me, and vouchſafe to accept the 
thanks which I now offer, Glory be 
to Thee, O Lord, for this and all thy 
mercies. Grant, I beſeech Thee, 
that the health and life which Thou 
ſhalt yet allow me, may conduce to 
my 
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my eternal happineſs. Take not 
from me thy Holy Spirit ; but fo 
help and bleſs me, that when Thou 
ſhalt call me hence, I may obtain 
pardon and ſalvation. for the ſake of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Sept. 18, 1780. 


I AM now beginning the ſeventy-fe- 
cond year of my life, with more 
ftrength of body and greater vi- 
gour of mind than I think is com- 
mon at that age. But though the 
convulſions in my breaſt are reliev- 
ed, my ſleep is ſeldom long. My 
nights are wakeful, and therefore 

I am ſometimes ſleepy in the day, 
I have been attentive to my diet, 
and have diminiſhed the bulk of 
my body. I have not at all ſtudied, 

; nor 
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nor written | diligently. _ I have 
Swift and Pope yet to write; 
Swift is juſt begun. 


I have forgotten or neglected my re- 
ſolutions or purpoſes, which I now 
humbly and timorouſly renew. 
Surely I ſhall not ſpend my whole 
life with my own total diſapproba- 
tion. Perhaps God may grant me 


now to begin a wiſer and better 
: life, . 


ALmighty God, my Creator and 
Preſerver, who haſt permitted me to 
begin another year, look with mercy 
upon my wretchedneſs and frailty. 
Rectify my thoughts, relieve my per- 
plexities, ſtrengthen my purpoſes, 
and reform my doings. Let increaſe 
of years bring increaſe of faith, hope, 
os and 
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and charity. - Grant ' me diligence in 
whatever work thy providence -ſhah 
appoint me. Take not from me thy 
Holy Spirit, but let me paſs the re- 
mainder of the days which Thou ſhalt 
yet allow me, in thy fear and to thy 
glory; and when it ſhall be thy good 
pleaſure to call me hence, grant me, 


O Lord, forgiveneſs of my ſins, and 1 


receive me to everlaſting happineſs, - 
for the ſake of Jets 9 our Lord. 
Amen. 


Departure, or at Home. 


GRant, I beſeech Thee, merciful 
Lord, that the deſigns of a new and 
better life, which by thy grace I have 
now formed, may not paſs away 
without effect. Incite and enable 
me, by thy Holy Spirit, to improve 
the time which Thou ſhalt grant 


me; 
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me; to avoid all evil thoughts. words 
and actions; and to do all the duties 
which Thou ſhalt ſet before me. 
Hear my prayer, O Lord, for the 
ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Theſe Prayers I wrote for Mrs. Lucy 
Porter“, in the latter end of the 

year: 1782, and tranſcribed them 
October 9, 1784. 


On leaving Mr. Thralt's Family. 
October 6, 1782. 


ALmighty God, Father of all mer- 
cy, help me, by thy grace, that I 
may with humble and ſincere thank- 
fulneſs remember the comforts and 
conveniencies which I have enjoyed 


3 [Daughter i in law to Dr. Johnſon, and now liv- 
ing at Lichfield,] 


at 
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at this place, and that I may reſign | 
them with holy ſubmiſſion, equally 
truſting in thy protection when Thou 
giveſt and when Thou takeſt away. 
HFave mercy upon me, O Lord, have | 
mercy upon me. | 


To thy fatherly protection, © Lord, 
I commend this family. Bleſs, guide, 
and defend them, that they may ſo 
paſs thro' this world as finally to en- 
Joy in thy preſence everlaſting hap- 


pineſs, for Jeſus Chrift's ſake. Amen. 
O Lord, ſo far as, &c.—Thrale. 


October 7. 


I was called early. I packed up my 
bundles, and uſed the foregoing 
Prayer, with my morning devo- 
tions Wehn. Ithink, enlarged. | 

5 Being 


> 


Uſhed in one volume, 1766. 
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Being earlier than the family, 1 
read St. Paul's farewel in the Acts, 
and then read fortuitoufly in the 


\ Goſpels, which was * ny 
ws of the —y 


17 83. 
September "Rk 
Thad juſt heard of W 111 ams's death. 


Almighty and an” merciful Fa- 


ther, who art the Lord of life and 


death, who giveſt and who takeſt 
away, teach me to adore thy provi- 
dence, whatever Thou ſhalt allot 
me; make me to remember, with 
due thankfulneſs, the comforts which 


I have received from my friendſhip 


with. Anna 5 Williams. Look upon 


This Lady, who Was aflited with blindpeſs, 
lived many years with Dr. Johnſon, and died in his 
houſe. She wrote ſeveral Poems, which were pub- 


her, 
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her, O Lord, with mercy, and pre- 
pare me by thy grace, to die with 
hope, and to paſs by death to eter- 
nal happineſs, through Jaan Chriſt 
our Lord. . 1 


1784. 
EAST ER DAY. 
April 11. 


ALmighty God, my Creator and 
my judge, who giveſt life and takeſt 


it away, enable me to return ſincere 
and humble thanks for my late de- 


liverance from imminent death ; fo 
govern my future life by thy Holy 
Spirit, that every day which Thou 
ſhalt permit to paſs over me, may be 


| [pants in thy ſervice, and Jeave meleſs 
tainted 


— — 


> 
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tainted with wickedneſs, and more 


fubmifſve to ws; whe 


Enable me, O Lord, to klose 
Thee for that knowledge of my cor- 


ruption, and that ſenſe of thy wrath, 


which my diſeaſe and weakneſs and 


danger awakened in my mind. Give 
me ſuch ſorrow as may purify my 
heart, ſuch indignation as may quench 
all confidence in myſelf, and ſuch 
repentance as may, by the interceſ- 
ſion of my Redeemer, obtain par- 
don. Let the commemoration of 
the ſufferings and death of thy Son, 
Which I am now, by thy favour: 
once more permitted to make; fill 
me with faith, hope, and charity. 
Let my purpoſes be good, and my 
reſolutions unſhaken ; and let me 


not be hindered or diſtraded by vain 


and uſeleſs fears, but through the 


time which yet remains, guide me by 


thy 
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thy Holy Spirit, and finally. receive 
me to everlaſting life, for the ſake 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 


Avatef inguiſitive and perplexing 
Thoughts. 


Auguſt 12, 1784. 


O Lord, my Maker and Protector, 
who haſt graciouſly ſent me into this 
world to work out my falvation, 
enable me to drive from me all ſuch 
unquiet and perplexing thoughts as 
may miſlead or hinder me in the 
practice of thoſe duties which Thou 
haſt required. When I behold the 


works of thy hands and conſider the 


.courſe of thy providence, . give me 
grace always to remember that thy 


thoughts 


thoughts are not my thoughts, Nor 
thy ways my ways. And while it 
ſhall pleaſe thee to continue me in 
this world, where much is to be done, 
and little to be known, teach me, 
by thy Holy Spirit, to withdraw my 
mind from unprofitable and danger- 
ous enquiries, from difficulties vain- 
ly curious, and doubts impoſſible to 
be ſolved. Let me rejoice in the 
light which Thou haſt imparted, let 
me ſerve thee with active zeal and 
humble confidence, and wait with 
patient expectation for the time in 
which the ſoul which Thou receiveſt 
ſhall be ſatisfied with knowledge. 

Grant this, O Lord, for Jeſus Chriſt's 

ſake, | Amen. tb 


- 
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Ae and moſt mereiful Father, 


who afflifteſt not willingly the chil 
dren 
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dren of men, and by whoſe holy 


will no languiſhes in ſick- 


neſs and pain, make, I beſeech Thee, 
this puniſhment effectual to thoſe 
gracious purpoſes for which Thou 
ſendeſt it; let it, if I may preſume 
to aſk, end not in death, but in re- 
pentance; let him live to promote 
thy kingdom on earth, by the uſeful 
example of a better life; but if thy 
will be to call him hence, let his 
thoughts. be ſo purified by his ſuffer- 
ings, . that he may be admitted to 
eternal happineſs. And, O Lord, 
by praying for him, let me be. ad- 
moniſhed to conſider my own ſins 
and my own danger, to remember 
the ſhortneſs of life, and to uſe the 
time which thy mercy grants me to 
thy. glory. and my own. ſalvation, 


for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 


[ The 


— OY — 
X * 


14 PRAYERS AND 


[The following Prayer was compoſ- 
ed and uſed by Doctor Johnſon. 
previous to his receiving the Sa- 
a i the Lord's Supper, on 
Sunday December 5, 1784. ] 


Almighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, I am now as to human eyes it 
ſeems, about to commemorate, for 
the f laſt time, the death of thy Son 
Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour and Re- 
deemer. Grant, O Lord, that my 
whole hope and confidence may be 
in his merits, and thy mercy ; enforce 
| and accept my imperfect repentance ; 
| make this commemoration available 
to the confirmation of my faith, the 
eſtabliſhment of my hope, and the 
enlargement of my charity; and 
make the death of thy 'Son Jeſus 


1 He died the 13th. following. : 
Ne Chriſt 


—— — — . 
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Chriſt effectual to my redemption. 
Have mercy upon me, and pardon 
the multitude of my offences, Bleſs 
my friends; have mercy upon all 
men. Support me by thy Holy Spirit, 
in the days of weakneſs, and at the 
hour of death; and receive me, at 
my death, to everlaſting happineſs, 
for the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt. Amen, 


[The following Meditations and 
Prayers have no dates in the MS.] 


I DID not, this week, labour my pre- 
paration ſo much as I have ſome- 
times done. My mind was not 


very quiet; and an anxious pre- 


paration makes the duty of the 
day formidable and burthenſome. 
Different methods ſuit different 


ſtates of mind, body, and affairs. 
I roſe 


186 PRAYERS AND 
I roſe this day, and prayed, then C 


went to tea, and afterwards com- 
poſed the Prayer, which I formed 
with great fluency. I went to 
church; came in at the Pſalms; 
could not hear the reader in the 
leſſons, but attended. the prayers 
with tranquillity. 


T 0 read the New Teſtament once a 
year in Greek. 


—ů 


Receiving the Sacrament. 


I proleſe my faith in * 

I declare my reſolution to obey him. 

I implore, in the higheſt act of wor- 
- ſhip, grace to _ theſe reſolu- 
tions. 

L hope to riſe to a new lie this r. 


On 
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On the 19th, Mr. Chamier took me 


away with him from Streatham. _ I 
left the ſervants a guinea for my 
health, and was content enough 
to eſcape into a houſe where my 
birth day not being known, could 
not be mentioned. I fat up till 
midnight was paſt, and the day of 
a new year, a very awful day, be- 
gan. I prayed to God, who had 
[ſafely brought me to the begin- 
ning of another year],. but could 
not perfectly recollect the prayer, 
and ſupplied it. Such deſertions 


of memory IJ have always had. 


When I roſe on the 18th, I think I 
prayed again, then walked with 


my friend into his grounds. When 


I came back, after ſome time paſſed 
in the library, finding myſelf op- 
- preſſed by ſleepineſs I retired to my 
chamber, where, by lying down 


and 


= 
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and a ſhort, imperfect ſlumber, I 


was refreſhed, and prayed as the 
night before. 


I thets dined, and trifled in the. par- 
lour and library, and was freed 
from a ſcruple about Horace. At 
laſtI went to bed, having firſt com- 
Poſed a prayer. 


19. Sunday. I went to church, and 
attended the ſervice. I found at 
church a time to uſe my prayer, Q 

Lord have mercy— 


— 


July 30. 
| Almighty God, creator and go- 
vernor of the world, who ſendeſt 
ſickneſs and reſtoreſt health, enable 
me to conſider, with a juſt fenſe of 
| oy mercy, the deliverance which 


Thou 


ms, w- wo Do ©: 


7 
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MEDITATIONS. 189 


Thou haſt lately granted me, and aſſiſt 
by thy bleſſing, as is beſt for me, the 
means which I ſhall uſe for the cure 
of the diſeaſe with which I am now 
afflicted. Encreaſe my patience, 
teach me ſubmiſſion to thy will, and 
ſo rule my thoughts and direct my 
actions, that I may be finally receiv- 
ed to everlaſting happineſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


On the Study of Religion. 


A Lmighty God, our heavenly Fa- 
ther, without whoſe help labour is 
uſeleſs, without whoſe light ſearch is 
vain, invigorate my ſtudies, and di- 
ret my enquiries, that I may, by 
due diligence and right diſcernment, 
eſtabliſh myſelf and others in thy 
Holy Faith. Take not, O Lord, thy 


Holy 
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| Holy Spirit from me; let not evil 
thoughts have dominion in my mind. 
'Let me not linger in ignorance, but 


enlighten and ſupport me, for the 
Take of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


* | . : 
O Lord God, in whoſe hand are 


the wills and affections of men, kin- 
dle in my mind holy deſires, and 


repreſs ſinful and corrupt imagina- 


tions; enable me to love thy com- 
mandments, and to deſire thy pro- 
miſes; let me, by thy protection 
and influence, ſo paſs through things 
temporal, as finally not to loſe the 
things eternal; and among the hopes 
and ſears, the pleaſures and ſorrows, 
the dangers and deliverances, and all 
the changes of this life, let my heart 
be ſurely fixed, * the help of thy 

Holy 
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Holy Spirit, on the everlaſting fruiti- 
on of thy preſence, where true joys 
are to be found. Grant, O Lord, 
theſe petitions. Forgive, O merciful 
Lord, whatever I have done contrary 
to thy laws. Give me ſuch a ſenſe 
of my wickedneſs as may produce 
true contrition and effectual repent- 
ance, ſo that when I ſhall be called 
into another ſtate, I may be received 
among the ſinners to whom ſorrow 
and reformation have obtained par- 
don, for Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. Amen. 


ALmighty and moſt merciful Fa- 
ther, whoſe clemency I now preſume 
to implore, after a long life of care- 
leſſneſs and wickedneſs, have mercy 
upon me. I have committed many 
treſpaſſes; I have neglected many 
duties. I have done what Thou 
haſt 


- 
x, on 
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haſt forbidden, and left undone what 
Thou haſt commanded. Forgive, 
merciful Lord, my fins, negligences, 
and ignorances, and enable me, by 
thy Holy Spirit, to amend: my life 
according to thy Holy Word, for 
Jeſus Chriſt's ſake. - Amen. 


EJACULATION 
Imploring Diligence. 


O God, make me to remember that 
. the night cometh when no man can work. 


